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Happy New Year from The Weekly Challenger
St. Petersburg Police Award
More Than $44,000 In
Grants To Community
Organizations--------- -------bv Linda Young
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG For 12 years, the bad guys
have been helping the good
guys.to help the communi
ty as a whole in St. Peters
burg.
Of course, their help is
anything but voluntary. It
is the result of a state law
called the Florida Contra
band Forfeiture Act. Under
the Act, proceeds gained
from seized property can
go towards programs that
help the community in cer
tain ways.
This year, enough con
traband was seized from
the bad guys to help 36 dif
ferent community pro
grams, who shared a total
of $44,662, plus the DARE
program, run by the police
department, that received
$25,000.
There are six types of
programs that qualify to
apply for funds from the
St. Petersburg Police De
partment Contraband For
feiture Fund Award Pro
gram. These programs are
crime prevention, neigh
borhood safety, school
resource officer programs
and a trio of programs that
address illegal drug use
ranging from education to
prevention and treatment.
Last Wednesday at
noon, the police held a
brief ceremony to present
award checks to represen
tatives from the communi
ty programs in 'a second
floor classroom of the
department training build
ing nt 1301 First Ave N.
“[We] take money
from the bad guys," Police
Chief Charles "Chuck"
Harmon said, and "have an

opportunity to turn some
money over to productive
programs in the communi
ty."
A committee of eight
individuals from the police
department and communi
ty evaluated each of the 54
applications for grants this
year. Based on a formula
dictated by state law the
committee approved 36 of
the proposals - which in
cluded ongoing as well as
new programs - for full or
partial funding.
"A lot of this deals
with the youth and struc
tures activities with the
youth and that's so impor
tant in our city," Harmon
said.
The goal is to provide
kids with meaningful ac
tivities that help them
instead of allowing them to
just wander the streets aim
lessly, falling into mis
chief.
Indeed, most of the
successful, grant applicants
for 2004 were Boy Scout
troops or something else to
do with youth, next most
prevalent were neighbor
hood associations along
with a smattering of other
groups.
That even included the
city itself that asked for
and got a $3,000 grant for
the crime watch signs that
they give to various neigh
borhoods that have a
neighborhood crime watch
program.
The Lakewood Terrace
Neighborhood Association
received $811. They have
175 members and about

Notables Who Died ln 2004 ln The
Arts, Pop Culture----------------------lions and - perhaps even
more important - schooled
innumerable artist^ who
followed.
They are two of the
brilliant figures in the arts
and popular culture who
died ih 2004.
Jack Paar'swit and in
telligence made him the
talk show host every enter
The legendary entertain tainer who ever sat behind
er Ray Charles gave us
a desk hoped to emulate.
Paul Winfield holds his
great hits over his long
Bob Keeshan, as Cap
Emmy for his 1995 guest
career, including
tain Kangaroo, taught his
appearance on the tele
"Georgia on My Mind"
millions of little TV view
vision show "Picket
and "I Can’t Stop
ers about the magic of life.
Fences."
Loving You."
Christopher Reeve was
a respected actor even
beyond his “Superman"
roles - but then a heart
breaking accident that left
him paralyzed pushed him
onto an even larger stage,
as a passionate advocate
for spinal cord research.
Richard Avedon and
Henri
Cartier-Bresson
"Super Freak" singer
Isabel "Weezie"
expressed their artistry
Rick James ushered in
Sanford, an actress
through the camera lens;
his
own unique sound of
known best for her role
Nobel-winner
Czeslaw
ftink'during the 1980s.
on "The Jeffersohs.".
Milosz through poetry.
categories of music in ways
by Polly Anderson
Popular culture figures
no musician ever thought
Associated Press Writer
who died in 2004 include
Marlon
Brando of.
Fay Wray, the beauty
Brando and Charles
screamed “Stella!" and set
clutched in King Kong's
about bringing a new real-, were twin revolutionaries hand; Julia Child, who
ism and machismo to the in the arts, transforming taught public television
stage and screen. Ray their private conflicts into viewers that there was a
Charles shouted “What'd I work that captured the culinary world beyond
Say" and began melding hearts and minds of mil-

Betty Crocker; Rodney
Dangerfield, who summa
rized the plight of every
put-upon comic who ever
lived with his “I don't get
no respect"; and Arthur
Hailey,
whose
novel
“Airport" led to the string
of all-star disaster movies
in the 1970s.
The musical world lost
opera singer Robert Mer
rill, jazzman Illinois Jacquet and rapper O.D.B.
Real-life violence in
vaded the arts world with
the slayings of Dutch film
maker Theo van Gogh and
rocker “Dimebag" Darrell
Abbott.
Here is a list of those
who made an impact on the
African American commu
nity, sadly passing in 2004.
JANUARY:

• Elma Lewis, 82. Her
work as a fine arts teacher
in Boston's black commu
nity won her a “genius
grant" and a presidential
arts medal. Jan. 1.—
• Etta Moten, 102.
Pioneering black actresssinger; featured in show
stopping “Carioca" number
in Astaire-Rogers film

Notables
continued on pg. 9

Lung Ailment Eyed ln Death Of
Reggie White---------------- -

Police
continued on pg. 5
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A two-time NFL
Defensive Player of the
Year and ordained min
ister who was known as
the "Minister of
Defense," White played
15 seasons with
Philadelphia, Green Bay
and Carolina.
CHARLOTTE, N.C. NFL great Reggie White
may have died because of a
respiratory disease com
bined with other health
problems, a preliminary
autopsy report said Mon
day.
White most likely had
a condition that affected
the amount of air his lungs
could hold, resulting in
"fatal cardiac arrhythmia,"
said Dr. Mike Sullivan, the
medical examiner for

Fans pay tribute to NFL great Reggie White during the Monday night game
between the Philadelphia Eagles and the St Louis Rams St Lquis, Monday, Dec.
27.
AP Photos

Mecklenburg County and a
forensic pathologist.
The report issued by
Sullivan's office also said
sleep apnea may have been
a factor.
The report is a prelimi
nary one; determining a
final cause of death could
take up to three months,
Sullivan's office said.
White died Sunday at
Presbyterian Hospital in
Huntersville after being
taken there from his home
in nearby Cornelius. His
wife, Sara, called 911.
White had the disease,
known as sarcoidosis, for
several
years,
family

spokesman Keith Johnson
said Sunday. He described
it as a respiratory ailment
that affected his sleep.
On its Web site, the
American Lung Associa
tion describes sarcoidosis
as a disease characterized
by the presence of small
areas of inflamed cells that
can attack any organ of the
body but is most frequently
found in the lungs.
The cause of the dis
ease, which is most com
mon among blacks and
white northern Europeans,
is not known.
Sleep apnea causes
people to stop breathing

repeatedly - in some cases,
hundreds of times - during
their sleep.
White and his wife
lived in a gated community
on Lake Norman. They had
two children, Jeremy, a
freshman at Elon College
in Elon, and a daughter,
Jecolia, a junior high
school.
A public viewing will
be held 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Wednesday at A.L. Jinwright Funeral Service in
Charlotte. A private service
also will be held, although

White
continued on pg. 9

Real-Life ‘Hotel Rwanda’
innkeeper Finally Feels
Better, Not Bitter-----------

Paul Rusesabagina, the inspiration for the new film
"Hotel Rwanda," poses with actress Angelina Jolie at
. the premiere of the film at the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts & Sciences in Beverly Hills, Calif.,
Thursday, Dec. 2. Jolie co-hosted the premiere of the
film, which tells the story of Rusesabagina, a hotel
manager in Rwanda who sheltered more than a thou
sand Tutsis from Hutu militias during the country's
genocide in the mid-1990s.
AP Photo/Chris Pizzello

bv Douglas J. Rowe
AP Entertainment Writer
NEW YORK (AP) Paul Rusesabagina still has
sleepless nights. And when
he does nod off, he still has
nightmares.

more tragic figure.
'I expected to find
somebody who was really
haunted and really shell
shocked in a way. Because
the stories I had read and
the tapes I had seen and the

Witnessing wholesale

accountings 1 had heard

slaughter • and narrowly
eluding death remains
fresh for the hotel manager
who saved 1,268 people
during Rwanda's genocide
a decade ago.
For a long time, he was
bitter. Somehow, though,
the movie " Hotel Rwanda"
has helped him allay some
of that pain - which
stemmed from the; world
ignoring the hellish' situa
tion.
“Whenever I talk about
the genocide, whenevei I
will see the movie, I see it
as if it was happening yes
terday, or today in the
morning," says Rusesa
bagina, 50, who now runs a
heavy-duty transport busi
ness in Zambia.
His family fives in Bel
gium, where he visits
often. A cement bond ex
ists among him, his wife
and four children, he says,
because they all feel there's
almost nothing they can go
through now that could top
what they've
already
endured. They can always
tell each other: “We have
shared worse."
Don Cheadle, who
plays Rusesabagina, told
The Associated Press he
thought he'd find a much

were horrific, and I just
couldn't injagine myself,
what I would be like, if I
had experienced and wit
nessed all of that," says the
actor, who's received a
Golden Globe nomination
for his performance as
Rusesabagina.
“But meeting him and
spending time with him
and having dinner with
him and getting drunk with
him and just hanging out
with him in that way, it
made perfect sense once I
got to know him.
“Paul sees every day
since he got away from
there as a bonus. Every day
is like, ‘I'm alive!'...Every
day he thought he was
going to die. He woke up
with that thought every
day, like: ‘I wonder how
I'm going to die today. I
wonder where it's going to
happen in the hotel. I won
der what it's going to be
with. Am I going to get
shot? Is it gonna be a
machete? Is somebody
going to throw me off the
roof?"'
“That was my day-today fife," Rusesabagina

Rwanda
continued on pg. 10

See page 4 fer important
Medicare information.
COQQECTION
On Jan. 1, The African American Arts Council will
present "Imani" (Faith) in celebration of Kwanzaa;
ceremonies will take place at the Enoch Davis
Center at 6 p.m. The date was incorrectly given in
the previous edition. For more information, please
call (727) 893-7134, or (727) 820-0240.
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Hip Hop And The Reparations Movement
bv Brother Salim Kuiitawala
Since its beginning,
Hip Hop culture has always
played a role in major
issues that have affected
the Black community here
in America. In the early
l980’s Grandmaster Flash
and the Furious Five pro
duced the song, "The Mes
sage." It spoke about po
verty, unemployment and
social injustice. In 1989
Hip Hop artists such as MC
Lyte, Heavy D, Public
Enemy and KRSlfounded
"The Stop the Violence
Movement." That move
ment went on to produce
the Hip Hop classic "SelfDestruction", which ad
dressed the issue of Black

on Black crime. A few
years later artists on the
west, coast
produced
"We’re all in the Same
Gang.", which also spoke
about crime in the Black
community. In more recent
times the Hip Hop commu
nity has been involved in
producing songs for "Sep
tember llth" and in en
couraging more young peo
ple to get involved politi
cally by voting. Now it is
time for the Hip Hop com
munity to get involved in
the Reparations Move
ment.
The
Reparations
Movement is an important
issue that the Hip Hop
community should address
for a couple of reasons.

made. If Snoop can have
The Hip Hop community is community is police brutal power to influence people,
people "dropping it like its
trying to mobilize young ity and the prison system, in particular young people,
hot" or if Nelly can have
Black People to register to because so many people of and can do it world wide.
our sisters "dropping down
vote and it has done a great the Hip Hop generation are Hip Hop artists have cap
and getting their eagle on"
job. However it is not just affected by it. Police de tured the ears, hearts and
then they can drop a few
enough to register to vote. partments in cities such as minds of people such as
tracks about reparations.
One must now what one is N.Y. and Miami have or are Bill Cosby, Bill O’Reilly
For more information
"Hip
Hop and even the United States
voting for. Therefore if the forming
on
how
to get involved in
Hip Hop community is go Squads," to monitor Hip Senate. Whether the medi
ing to move more young Hop artists. With the ma um is music, movie, video the Reparations Move
Black People to vote, it jority of Hip Hop artists are magazine or clothing line ment, one can contact: The
must also educate them on Black, Latino and/or poor everyone wants to experi National Black United
12817
the issues. The only politi people; this can be consid ence Hip Hop. With this Front (NBUF)
cal issue that relevant to ered a form of "Racial and type of impact, Hip Hop South Ashland Calumet
Black People today is the Economic Profiling." . A can help to advance the Park, Illinois 60827 Phone:
issue of reparations. Repa Rave which is attended by Reparations Movement ten (708) 389-9929 Fax: (708)
389-9819 E-Mail: nbufchi
rations covers issues such predominately white peo fold.
Hip Hop artists have a @allways.net or visit the
as education, health care, ple, is known for its heavy
drugs use, however it does responsibility to produce website nbufront.org.
taxes and land.
An issue that Repa not have an entire police music that is a balance to
the overabundance of party
rations also addresses that squad dedicated to it.
Hip Hop artists must and sexually suggestive
should be of particular im
portance to the Hip Hop realize that they have the songs that are already
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there to discussing how to
by Lucius Gantt
You don’t have to be a fix the Florida Democratic
member of the Democratic Party in time to win back
Party to lose at election the Florida Governor’s
time. You can lose on your office in 2006.
Guess whose thoughts
own!
No matter how much were not even casually
love Black voters show for considered? Florida Dem
Democratic
candidates ocrats wouldn’t even go to
when they go to the polls, sleep and dream about let
after the election Blacks ting Blacks and organized
become unnecessary and labor leaders participate in
a meeting to discuss ways
unneeded.
to
improve the Democratic
Democratic Congress
man Allen Boyd held a Party.
Labor
contributed
meeting of Democratic
"leaders" at his Monticello, much of the money and
Florida home recently and Blacks contributed many of
invited everyone he felt the votes in the 2004 Dem
could advise Democratic ocratic losing efforts.
Why were Blacks and
Party members how they
could turn around their workers not invited? Per
haps you should ask Rep.
futility at the ballot boxes.
Party Chairmen were Boyd, Scott Maddox,
there, U.S. Senators were Better Castor, Bud Chiles
there, even Democratic and some of the other invit
candidates that lost their ed attendees.
Maybe, it is because
races by landslides were

Apparently black
Democrats were miss
ing from Congressman
Boyd’s meeting with
party leaders.
Black voters are so disre
spected by all political par
ties they feel Blacks are
useless when it comes to
devising winning political
strategies.
Don’t get mad if Black
political candidates and
Black political profession
als are considered inferior

or incompetent when it to develop our own plans
comes to improving the for African-American cam
party Blacks love the most. paign financing. We need
If you do get angry, get to locate and prepare our
mad at yourself for allow own candidates to be suc
ing yourself to repeatedly cessful on Election Day.
I’ve been known to
go tq the Democratic Party
election dinner table, make some accurate pre
watching every political dictions but there is one
and racial group eat politi prediction I pray will never
cal goodies while you stare come true. If we don’t
at an empty plate and call work to save each other, no
political party will save us.
yourself a diner!
Now, don’t even try to We will be doomed to a
say I’m pushing Blacks to political death!
Despite our need for
join Republican Party
efforts. I say we have to unity and political togethhave political respect for emes, Black politicos are
ourselves before any politi already drawing lines
cal party respects us. Re against each other prepar
publicans use Blacks and ing to run against each
other when
so-called
lie to Blacks too.
If Democrats and Re "Black political positions"
publicans don’t want us at are term-limited and in
their strategy meetings it is cumbent Black politicians
OK. We need to have our have to give up their
own strategy meetings for offices.
Democrats and other
the 2006 election. We need

political parties will never
change on their own. We
must force a change in the
way we are viewed, in the
way we are treated and in
the way we are rewarded.
White folks are afraid
of Jesse Jackson and Al
Sharpton when they should
be afraid of Louis Far
rakhan. They are afraid of
Cynthia Tucker and Leo
nard Pitts when they should
be afraid of James Scruggs
and James Clingman. They
are afraid of the ghetto
when they should be scared
of the suburbs.
If you love the Demo
cratic Party like you seem
to, tell the Democratic Par
ty to respect Black voters
and Black political profes
sionals.
Contact Lucius at theganttreport@comcast.net.

Celebrating Kwanzaa, Celebrating
Community---------------- --------- ----------appreciate the meaning and nation), to define our
message of Kwanzaa with selves, name ourselves,
out understanding and create for ourselves and
appreciating its profound speak for ourselves. Ujima
and
and pervasive concern with (collective , work
values. In fact, Kwanzaa's responsibility), to build and
reason for existence, its maintain our community
length of seven days, its together and make our
core focus and its founda brothers and sisters' prob
tion are all rooted in its lems our problems and to
them
together.
concern with values." And solve
the values Kwanzaa cele Ujamaa (cooperative eco
brates and asks people to nomics), to build and main
Marian Wright
live up to aren't about indi tain our own stores, shops
Edelman
vidual private behavior, but and other businesses and to
by Marian Wright Edelman the values a community profit from them together.
During the last week of needs to be strong and Nia (purpose), to make our
collective vocation the
December, many Black thrive.
families and communities
The Nguzo Saba, or building and developing of
observe Kwanzaa. Kwan seven principles, are the our community in order to
zaa is a unique celebration framework of a Kwanzaa restore our people to their
greatness.
because it's not a religious celebration. In fact, Dr. traditional
or national holiday, but a Karenga explains, they are Kuumba (creativity), to do
cultural one. And it doesn't the key building blocks of always as much as we can,
celebrate a person or an community in general. in the way we can, in order
event but a set of ideas. In a Each day during Kwanzaa to leave our community
year when Americans have focuses on one of these more beautiful and benefi
heard a lot about "values," principles and reminds cel cial than we inherited it.
values are what Kwanzaa is ebrants to recommit to that And imani (faith), to
all about.
value: "Umoja (unity), to believe with all our heart in
As Dr. Maulana Karen strive for and maintain our people, our parents, our
ga, the originator of Kwan unity in the family, com teachers, our leaders and
zaa, explains, "There is no munity, nation and race. the righteousness and vic
way to understand and Kujichagulia (self-determi tory of our struggle."

Not everyone cele be for our children-and, by
brates Kwanzaa, but these extension, for all of us?
values contain some uni
During a traditional
versal principles for build Kwanzaa
celebration
ing strong communities. muhindi, ears of com are
Kwanzaa ends on New laid on a mkeke, a straw
Year's Day-in the Kwanzaa mat. The mat symbolizes
celebration, the Day of African peoples' history
Meditation. Many people and traditions, and the com
already spend New Year's symbolizes children and
Day thinking about how the future. Families place
they can resolve to improve one ear of com on the
themselves during the next mkeke for each child in the
year. But imagine if this household, but they're
year we all resolved to take instructed to put at least
steps to improve our com two ears down even if they
munities instead. Imagine don't
have
children,
if every child in this nation because in African tradi
were being raised in a com tion every adult is consid
munity resolved to seeing ered a parent to every child
any member's problems as in the community, Many
everyone's problems and people talk about this
solving them together, or to belief, but imagine if every
making sure that all com one of us really put it into
munity members live action. And then imagine
together harmoniously and what kind of a world we
support each other in their could build for our children
common goals, or that if our local, national, and
every community decision global communities all
would leave the communi committed to making it our
ty healthier and more beau most important community
tiful tomorrow than it is value.
today. What kinds of places
During that final Day
would these communities of Meditation in Kwanzaa,

people are supposed to a
themselves three questioi
"Who am I? Am I rea
who I say I am? And an
all I ought to be
Everyone answers the
questions as an individu
but their answers shot
reflect how well they :
playing their part in ms
ing their community fui
tion sis a whole and w
justice. A person's succi
is deeply connected to hi
much value they are givi
to others. At a time wl
our children desperati
need adults to reweave i
fabric of family and co
munity for them, all of
need to think and ask o
selves these questions.
Are we all that
ought to be?
Marian Wright Edeln
is President and Founder
the Children's Defense Fi
and its Action Council, wh
Leave No Child BehindO n
sion is to ensure every chil
Healthy Start, a Head Star
Fair Start, a Safe Start, an
Moral Start in life and s
cessful passage to adulthi
with the help of caring fa
lies and communities.

The Weekly Challenger welcomes your Letters to the Editor. Please E-mail to: wceditor@tampabay.rr.com
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
Westcoast Black Theatre
Troupe Presents ‘All Night
Strut’ -----------------------------------

Melanie Souza, Rolfe Winkler and Teresa Stanley. Also in the cast
(not pictured) is Charles Lattimore.
SARASOTA - "All
Night Strut" will be per
formed Jan. 6 - 15 at the
Gompertz Theatre, 1247
First St. Evening perform-

ances will appear at 7:30
p.m. on Jan 6-8, and Jan.
11-15, with matinees at 3
p.m. on Jan. 6 and Jan. 9.
Tickets are $23 (Student

and Group Rates avail
able). Please call (941)
954-4651.

Sarasota Calendar Of Events
"Roots and Wings"par
enting course set for
Jacaranda Library

What’s happening
• Free six-week course
for parents and caregivers
provided by the Depart
ment of Children and Fam
ilies, SunCoast Region and
the Hanley Center.
When is it happening
• 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesdays,
Jan. 11 through Feb. 15
(Jan. 11,18, 25; Feb. 1,18,
15)
Where is it happening
• Youth Activity Room,
Frances T. Bourne Jacaran
da Public Library, 4143
Woodmere

Park

Blvd.,

Venice
Why is it happening
• Resilient children
have the skills and confi
dence to bounce back from

social pressures, frustra
tions and failures, and to
make wise choices. They
have "roots to grow and
wings to fly." Explore ex
citing ways to set clear
standards, use teachable
moments, and strengthen
family rituals and tradi
tions. Appropriate for those
caring for children of all
ages.
Action for public to
take
• Registration is re
quired.
Contact for public
• For more information
and to register contact:
Gladys Varga, Instructor,
(941) 474-2505 or Barbara
Kochmit,'
Coordinator,
(941) 400-6708.
Learn to use the Sarasota
County Library System

Hi?/> site
What’s happening
• Fruitville Library ref
erence librarians will offer
a free hands-on class in the
basics of using the Internetbased Sarasota County Li
brary System Web site and
online catalog.
When is it happening
• 8 a.m. Thursdays be
ginning Jan. 13, every other
week. Those needing in
struction in the use of the
mouse are asked to come at
7:45 a.m. Class dates are:
■ • Jan. 13, 27 and Feb.
10 and 24
Where is it happening
• Fruitville Library,
100 Cobum Road, Sarasota
Why is it happening
• Participants will leam
how to use the Sarasota
County Library System

Jazz Club Of
Sarasota’s January
Jazz At Two Series —

County Purchases Railroad
Corridor For Future Trails
System-----------------------------------

The Jazz Club of Sara
sota announces its January
schedule for Jazz at the
Two in the Bayfront
Room. This series of after
noon concerts are held
from 2-4 p.m. on Fridays
in the Bayfront Commun
ity Center, 803 N. Tamiami
Trail. Admission is $3 for
Jazz Club members; $6 for
non-members. Seating is
limited to 200.
•Jan.7: GalenAbdurRazzak Quartet: A former
student at the Berklee Col
lege of Music, master flau
tist Galen Adbur-Razaq
has performed with some
of the world’s greatest jazz
artists. Today Abdur-Razzak focuses his energies on
Flute Juice Productions, a
music entertainment com-

pany that provides jazz
music performances and
lectures.
• Jan. 14: Lillette Jen
kins Trio: Talented local
pianist Lillette Jenkins will
tickle the ivories and funny
bone with her lively per
formance.
• Jan. 21:
Harold
"Bubba" Thurston Memo
rial Concert: A musical
tribute to Sarasota resident
Bubba Thurston and his
jazz guitar legacy.
• Jan. 28: Charlie Dee
Quartet
For additional infor
mation about the Jazz Club
of Sarasota and its events,
visit the website at www.
jazzclubsarasota.com or
caU (941) 366-1552.

Web site to determine if the
system owns a book, DVD,
video tape, audio book or
music CD, and which li
brary has it. They also will
leam how to tell if the item
they are looking for is
available to be checked out,
how they can view their
own patron record and how
to place books on reserve.
Action for public to
take
• Register at the Fruit
ville Library reference desk
or by calling (941) 8612517. Class is free, but
seats are limited.
Contact for public
Valerie Oakley, (941)
861-2517

• Classes in basic com
puter instruction for begin
ners
When is it happening
• 2:30 to 4 p.m., Tues
day, Jan. 18: "Introduction
to the Internet" This class
provides a basic descrip
tion of how the Internet
works. Discover how to use
the World Wide Web to
find out about almost any
subject. Leam how to enter
a Web address to go to a
specific Web page and how
to use a search engine to
find information.
• 10 to 11:30 a.m., Sa
turday, Jan. 29: "Introduc
tion to Computers" An
overview of personal com
puters and their most-used
applications. This class ex
plains how computers can
make your life better and

SARASOTA - Last Railway.
TPL, a national non
Tuesday, after more than a
decade of discussions and profit land conservation
negotiations,
Sarasota organization, was asked by
County completed the pur the county in 2003 to
chase of a key 12.8-mile negotiate with CSX for the
railroad corridor that is long-awaited purchase.
expected to be the center- Founded in 1972, TPL is
piece of a future county dedicated to protecting
land for human enjoyment
trails system.
The
approximately and well-being. TPL will
100-foot-wide
railroad donate $150,000 toward
corridor comprising about building of the trail sys
155 acres stretches from tem.
Commissioner David
just over a mile south of
State Road 72 (Clark R. Mills, a longtime recre
Road) to the southern ter ational trails proponent,
minus near Center Road. It called the railroad corridor
connects several county "the linchpin in the coun
and state parks, including ty’s trail system.
"Sarasota County has
Oscar Scherer State Park;
spans two waterways, been trying to acquire this
Shakett Creek and Roberts corridor since 1991," Mill
Bay; and links to other said. "These are exciting
amenities such as the times. TPL has done a
wonderful job and the
Venice Train Depot.
The county purchased community is really ready
the scenic corridor for for this project."
Commission
$11,750,000 from the
Trust for Public Land Chairman Jon Thaxton
(TPL), which only hours agreed that the acquisition
earlier had closed on the was of major significance
property owned by CSX to the community.
"Rather than calling it
Transportation Inc., and
leased to Seminole Gulf a ‘purchase,’ I prefer to

look at the trail acquisition
as a community ‘invest
ment,’" he said. "While the
cost may seem high today,
the future will remember it
as a bargain sale, consider
ing the wealth that we have
gained in terms of social,
environmental and eco
nomic capital."
The project was fund
ed by telecommunication
taxes, ad valorem taxes
and the infrastructure sur
tax continuation funds.
As the next step, coun
ty staff will meet with rep
resentatives of the Florida
Department of Transporta
tion (FDOT) about a possi
ble partnership on devel
opment of a recreational
trail along the railroad cor
ridor. After discussions
with FDOT, the county
probably will proceed with
development of a master
plan for the corridor proj
ect, according to county
Transportation Planning
and
Transit
General
Manager Jim Harriott. He
said that pubhc input will
be sought on all aspects of
the project.

• 7 to 8:30 p.m.,
more fun by using e-mail,
word-processing, computer Thursday, Feb. 24: "Intro
duction to the Internet"
games and the Internet.
• 2 to 3:30 p.m., Wed (same program as Jan. 18)
Where is it happening
nesday, February 9: "Intro
• Fruitville Public Li
duction to Windows" Leam
about the basic elements of brary, 100 Cobum Road,
the Microsoft Windows Sarasota
Why is it happening
operating system. Topics
• To help beginners
include the desktop, title
bar, border, scroll bar, task conquer their fear of com
bar, icons and other Win puters and leam to use
these ubiquitous machines.
dows information.

Action for public to
take
• Please call Fruitville
Library reference desk to
make a reservation for any
or all of the classes.

Computer classes for
beginners to log in at
Fruitville Library

What’s happening

Contact for public

• Fruitville Library ref
erence desk, (941) 8612517

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
YWCA Of Tampa Bay
Receives Prestigious
Award------------------ —
TAMPA BAY- Mutual topics including landof America has awarded lord/tenant rights, health
their 2004 Community care and immigration is
Partnership
Honorable sues are held, and a Mexi
Mention Award to the can cultural summer camp
YWCA of Tampa Bay for for children is offered.
their collaborative efforts Attorneys from the Clear
with the City of Clearwater water Bar Association offer
at the YWCA’s Hispanic pro bono services. Both the
YWCA and the City of
Outreach Center.
Opened in November Clearwater also work col
of 2002, the Hispanic Out laboratively with the Mexi
reach Center has worked can consulate to provide
closely with the City of services to Mexican na
Clearwater and the Clear tionals. The center has
water Police Department. served thousands of people
Through the Center’s inter and has helped diffuse lo
preter services, their advo cal backlash against immi
cacy work on behalf of grants.
"A partnership between
non-English speaking peo
law
enforcement and social
ple, and many of the other
services
shows how a com
supportive and community
involving programs offer munity can respond in a
ed, the Center has reached responsible yet compas
beyond traditional institu sionate way to demograph
tional
boundaries
to ic changes and challenges,"
achieve common goals: stated Sandra Lyth, Vice
public safety and positive President of Program
for
the
engagement with the com Development
YWCA. It is this partner
munity.
The Hispanic Outreach ship that met the aim of the
of
America
Center provides quality, Mutual
. affordable
childcare, Community Partnership
P.E.T.T.A.L.S., a youth Award program. This
development program for award program recognizes
young girls meets several the important contributions
times a week at the Center, that nonprofit organiza
seminars on a variety of tions, in partnership with

St. Petersburg Masonic Lodge
Hosts Annual Banquet-------------

St. Petersburg Masonic Lodge #109 members
ST. PETERSBURG—
The
St.
Petersburg
Masonic Lodge #109 will
hold their 112th annual
banquet at the Masonic
hall located at 3130 18th
Ave. S. The event will be

public, private and other
social sector organizations,
make to society.
Mutual of America will
be hosting a special recog
nition luncheon for the
YWCA of Tampa Bay and

held Jan. 8 at 6:30 p.m.
The guest speaker is Dr.
Osiefield Anderson, pro
fessor of mathematics at
Florida A&M University.
Worship master, the
Rev. J.C. Sanders and all

their guests on Thursday,
Jan. 13 at the Belleview
Biltmore
Hotel
in
Clearwater.
For more information
on the YWCA of Tampa
Bay, the Hispanic Outreach

lodge members welcome
and invite the public to
join in this grand occasion.
For more information,
see any lodge member or
call (727) 867-1612 or
(727) 866-6364.

Program or the Mutual of
America Award, please
contact the YWCA’s Com
munity Relations Office at
(727) 461-2997, ext. 22.

Goodwill Elves Provide
‘Christmas To Remember’ For
Freedom Village Families

Pictured, from the left, are tenant Betty Ross, her friend Marilyn Hill,
Goodwill Service Coordinator Millie Phillips, Freedom Village I Manager
Jayne Webber (in background), and tenant Carol Dobosz.
Goodwill
Freedom
Village I "elves" wrapping
gifts for needy families.
Freedom Village tenant
Vincent Ferruci (not pic
tured) spearheaded the
adopt-a-family
effort.
Freedom Village residents,
most of whom are disad
vantaged
themselves,

raised money to buy gifts
and holiday feasts for two
needy families. They

wrapped the gifts Dec. 22
and delivered the goodies
on Dec. 23.
Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

Hires

Hairstylihg
3427 llth Avenue North

News Deadline
Is 4:00 P.M.
Monday

St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

4

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2004 - JANUARY 5, 2005

TAMPA BAY AREA
Also included in the
program are eight music les
sons introducing students to

JAH |
JANN

two significant spirituals
Follow the Drinking Gourd
and Swing Low, Sweet
Chariot as an introduction
to jazz.

JAZZLINKS: Jazz
Connects to HistoryIt’s been said by many
of my friends and associates
that since my arrival in St.
Petersburg, Florida I’ve
been "knee-deep" in jazz.
Their statement is true, and
it’s because for the past sev
eral years, I’ve been con

Lessons continue

with teaching students the
elements of various jazz
styles and they read about
minstrelsy, quartets and
gospel music.
Lessons

Roucher. Dr. Carroll Bu
chanan, a scholar of Afri

move on from learning
about the Blues, Ragtime,

can-American history and
music was asked to serve as

New Orleans jazz, Swing
and Bebop. In their final

principal consultant for the
project. A successful fund

lessons, students compare
Cool Jazz, Free Jazz and
Contemporary Jazz to leam

ing proposal was written
and submitted by Ms.
Roucher and Ms. Jo Morello
to the Venice Foundation in
1997.
Nevertheless, be

how jazz has evolved. And,
as a final experience, stu
dents write about how

cause little of the materials
required by the project were

music relates to their lives.
When questioned as to

outside of public domain, a
lot of time and effort was

just how her idea originally
came about, Ms. White says

al jazz." It appears to me
that society’s primary music

involved in obtaining the
proper authorization to use
the materials, including ne

that after her retirement
from the New York school

interests have changed dras
tically from years ago from
"traditional" jazz to "hip-

gotiating for license fees.
At about the time, the proj
ect was halfway to fruition;

cating, she became a mem
ber of The Jazz Club of

hop" and "smooth jazz."
("traditional" jazz includes
"Swing," "Straight-ahead,"

all monies had been used
up. However, more funds

member of the board. As a

and "Bebop" jazz.)
However, for

from foundations and from

member of the Jazz Club
Education Committee, she

a benefit concert at a local

brought local jazz musicians

church.

cerned about the continu
ance of jazz ... "traditional
jazz," that is, in our society.
Most school age children
and the majority of adults
up to those in their mid-50’s
have very little or absolutely
no knowledge of "tradition

those

system she relocated to
Sarasota. Soon after relo

Sarasota and subsequently, a

were enthusiastically raised

ditional" jazz, I bring glad

Now, in Sarasota Coun

into the pubhc schools for
15 years. However, as Ms.

tidings. It’s true what they

ty, fifth-grade students are

White says, she felt that

say about a "light at the end

learning their history in a

"...only a small portion of

of the tunnel."

very exciting and unique

the kids were being reached.

called "end of the tunnel"

way.

appears to be located just a
few miles south of St.

Studies lessons in the pro
gram beginning with the

I wanted every child to
know this important contri

Petersburg in Sarasota, Fla.

roots of jazz in the hollers,

It has begun with an ex
traordinary program entitled

moans and groans of the

staunch hearted fans of "tra

The so-

"Jazzlinks: Jazz Connects to
History" created by The

There are 10 Social

plantation era and goes on
to the musical milestones of

bution to our history. I’m
Black, but I didn’t want this
to be part of only Black
History, separated from the
rest of the American story.

Jazz Club of Sarasota and

strong and Duke Ellington.

This way too, jazz will keep
going through the genera

the Sarasota County School

It moves on to the econom

tions.

system. Accolades goes out

ics of sharecropping, the

fade away."

to retired educator and Jazz

debate between Booker T.
Washington and W.E.B. Du

Club of Sarasota board
member Lucinda White.

Scott Joplin, Louis Arm

Bois.

Otherwise, it will

Ms. White and the Jazz
Club of Sarasota are contin
uing their search for spon

In addition, lessons

She is truly "Keeping Jazz

cover information

about

sors to expand Jazzlinks to

Alive" with this unique edu

African-American soldiers

cational program. It was her

in World War I and the dis
crimination that they ex

other towns and cities. For
additional information, in

original concept of increas
ing student interest in the

terested parties can tele

perienced when they re

phone The Jazz Club of
Sarasota at (941) 366-1552.

classrooms
by
linking
"Jazz" with American histo

turned to the United States.
Students are learning about

ry,

African-

the Harlem Renaissance,

Jazz fans - do you have

American history.
Remaining steadfast in

and jazz musicians Louis

any feedback? I would like

Armstrong and Bix Beider
becke. They are discover
ing how the civil rights

to hear from YOU! Mail
your comments to Rick

particularly

her belief that jazz should
be part of the total curricu
lum, Ms. White collaborat

movement and the Great

educator and now, Jazzlinks

Migration from the south to
the north interfaced with

Project

"jazz."

ed on the program with arts
Director

Nancy

***

Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The
Weekly Challenger,. 2500
ML King St. S., St. Peters
burg, FL 33705.

The Hospice Of The Florida
Suncoast Offers A Workshop
For Caregivers----------------------LARGO - The Hos
pice of the Florida Sun
coast will offer a five-week
workshop for those who
help provide care for a
family member or friend.
If you have questions or
would like to leam about

changes that may take
place in the last years of
life, or ways to make this
time special, this workshop
is for you. The sessions
will be from 6:30 - 8:30
p.m., at Harborside Chris
tian Church, 2200 Mar
shall St., Safety Harbor on
Wednesdays, beginning

Jan. 5 and ending Feb. 2.
No registration is neces
sary.
For more information
or to register, please call
Gay Lynn Horvath at (727)
773-2561 or send an e-mail
to gaylynnhorvath@thehospice.org.

Happy

New Year!
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P O. Box 1323S
St Petersburg, FL 33733
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Blockbuster
Center

385 8th Street South
(727)898-1321

5004 34th Sonet South
(727)8640925

Gulfport
Square
SOCE GuHport Bouhmrd
(727) 321-1091
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Two Buccaneers Named To 2005 AFC-NFC
Pro Bowl---------------------------------------------The National Football
League recently announced
that two Tampa Bay
Buccaneers, LB Derrick
Brooks and CB Ronde
Barber, have been selected
to the 2005 AFC-NFC Pro
Bowl, to be held in
Honolulu on Feb. 13.
Brooks, who will be
making his eighth trip to
the Pro Bowl, becomes the
franchise’s all-time leader
in Pro Bowl appearances,
breaking a tie with former
teammate DT Warren
Sapp. Brooks’ eight con
secutive Pro Bowl appear
ances (1997-04) also estab
lish a new team record.
Brooks is one of nine
linebackers in NFL history
to be named to eight or
more Pro Bowls. This sea
son he is first on the team
with 150 tackles and tied
for first with three forced
fumbles. He has also estab
lished a new career-high
with three sacks, while also
totaling three tackles for
loss and one interception.
Barber is named to his
second career Pro Bowl
after making his first
appearance in 2001. Barber

ranks fourth all-time in
team history with 23 inter
ceptions and is second on
this year’s team with three
interceptions. He is also
second on the team with 11
passes defensed.
Barber has totaled 92
tackles this season, tops
among Tampa Bay’s defen
sive backs, along with lead
ing the team with nine
tackles for loss and tying
for the team lead with two
fumble recoveries (both for
touchdowns). His three
sacks this season are also
tops among Bucs defensive
backs. He is second among
all current NFL defensive
backs, and first among cornerbacks, with 18 career
sacks.
Barber has scored two
touchdowns this season, a
nine-yard fumble return at
Washington (9/12) and an
18-yard fumble return at
New Orleans (10/10), and
ranks first in team history
for the most career touch
downs by a defensive play
er in team history with
seven in the regular season.
Brooks is second with six.

Despite a disappointing season for the Bucs, Derrick Brooks and Ronde
Barber have a chance to pull out a win at the Pro Bowl in February. In this
photo, Carolina Panthers wide receiver Muhsin Muhammad (87) loses the
ball after being hit by Tampa Bay Buccaneers defenders Barber (20), as
Derrick Brooks (55) right, moves in during the Panthers,37-20 win Sunday
Dec. 26, in Tampa. Muhammad was able to recover his own fumble.
(AP Photo/Chris O’Meara)

Access To Benefits Coalition Makes It Easier
To Enroll In Medicare Cards-------------------------Dec. 31 is the deadline to receive $1,200 in savings
(U.S. Newswire) With less than two weeks
remaining
to
receive
$1,200 in savings from the
government, the national
Access to Benefits Coali
tion (ABC) and many local
non-profit and government
agencies are urging people
with Medicare who have
low incomes to enroll in a
Medicare-approved dis
count card befqre Dec. 31.
To make it easier and
faster than ever for people
to find and enroll in the
best Medicare-approved
discount card for them, the
Coalition has just added a
streamlined Medicare Card
Finder to its Web site
(www.AccesstoBenefits.or
g). The new feature is the
result of a breakthrough
partnership with the Cen
ters for Medicare Medicaid
Services (CMS), combin
ing the Coalition's decision
support tools with CMS'
new enrollment capabili
ties. In just a few minutes,
people with Medicare or
people assisting them low
er their costs can find the
best cards for them and
then enroll on-line.
"Time is running out.
Because of the December
3 lst deadline and the heavy
volume of holiday mail,
on-line filing is especially

The
Weekly
Challenger
Welcomes
Your
Articles and
Pictures of
Community
Events

timely and needed," said ried), they may be eligible
James P. Firman, chair of to save at least $1,200 on
the Access to Benefits their medications through a
Coalition. "This is a real Medicare- Approved drug
opportunity for those who discount card. But, they
need help the most to lower need to apply for a card by
the costs of their me Dec. 31, 2004 to get the
dications. If you have ac full $1,200. According to
cess to the Internet or know Firman, many consumers
someone you trust who can will save a lot more than
help, go online and use our $1,200 if they select the
new features to enroll in a cards recommended by
card today. And, if you ABC.
"There's more than $6
don't , our local partners
are standing by to help billion in savings available
enroll as many people as for 5.3 million people with
we can between now and Medicare who have not
already signed up for a
Ihe end of the month."
According to Firman, Medicare-approved card,"
for those people with in Firman added. "What bet
comes below $12,569 if ter holiday gift can you
single (or $16,862 if mar- give a person than save

them $1,200 or more on
their medicines in 2005?"
Some 1.7 million lowincome beneficiaries have
already signed up for a
Medicare-approved dis
count card in 2004 and
have already been using the
$600 annual "credit" to
help pay for their medica
tions. Local ABC organiza
tions report that call vol
ume has been particularly
heavy in recent days and
many of them are gearing
up for this last-minute
push.
ABC's objective is to
help as many eligible peo-

pie as possible leam about
and sign Up for the best
combination of public and
private prescription savings
programs to help them
lower the cost of their med
ications.
The new Medicare
Card Finder can be found
at
www.AccesstoBenefits.org.
Please note: If you wait
until next year to enroll,
you will only receive $600
in annual credit. For more
on enrollment eligibility
information, please call 1800-MEDICARE (1-800633-4227).

Helping Preserve
Financial Security
During Uncertain Times

Job, family, aging parents.
There’s a lOt On your plate
these days.
On top of everything else, you realize
your parents could use a little extra
help. But this is new territory. Where
do you begin? We’re here to help you
find local resources, support services,
and solutions that work for your
folks—and.for you. Call our toll-free
number and talk to a real person. Or
visit www.eldercare.gov.

There’s a way for older Americans
and Caregivers to find help.

More than 125 years of serving our
clients when they need us most.
The Prudential Insurance Company
of America
Roy James - Premier Agent
4100 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-4137

Prudential

1-800-677-1116

Financial

Crowing and Protecting Your Wealth"

www.eldercare.gov
A public service of the

ELDER
CARE

U.S. Administration on Aging

LOCATOR*

Prudential Financial is a registered service mark of The
America, Newark, NJ and its affiliates.

Prudential Insurance Company of
IFS-A068097 Ed. 08/2003
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pates reaching their goal of
100 by this summer. Their
grant money goes for sup
plies to assist the students
with academic goals.
Hawkins said they will
use the money to help buy
crayons, pencils and paper
to help the students with
their after school work, and
also go towards FCAT
preparation.
The Tennis Foundation
of St. Petersburg provides
after school tutoring for
disadvantaged youth that
also leam to play tennis at
the courts at Bartlett Park,
and. the group received
$800 of the $1,548.99 they
requested.
Life Force , Cultural
Arts Academy/Dundu Dole
received full funding of
$2,000 fot their Healthy

Lakeeia Hawkins, the administatrative assistant for the Harbordale YMCA,
and Sherman W. Smith, police legal advisor.
photos by Linda Young

Charles "Chuck" Harmon, the chief of police, Jackie Keller, the general manager of The St. Petersburg
Tennis Center at Bartlett Park, accepting check on behalf of First Serve Tutoring and Tennis,
their program for disadvantaged youth, and Smith.

Police
from front page

Ann Drakeford, the president of the Lakewood Terrace Neighborhood
Association with Charles "Chuck" Harmon, the chief of police.

their area, said Ann
Drakeford, the association
president. Merely watching
out for crime wasn't
enough; They discovered
that when they were vic
tims of crime that even if
the police recovered their
property that didn't mean it
was returned if that owner
couldn't prove the item
belonged to them.
"We're going to buy
stampers to deter people
from stealing," Drakeford

said.
After the association
purchases three engravers
and 500 stickers they will
offer it to all the residents.
"If they have a lawnmower
of bicycle they can stamp
it, and if the police pick up
something then they can

call and ask if it belongs to
somebody,"
Drakeford
said.
Picking the check up
for the YMCA of Greater
St. Petersburg was Lakeeia
Hawkins, the^ administra
tive assistant for the
Harbordale YMCA and

camp coordinator. They
received full funding of
$1,500 for their YAchievers program at the
Harbordale center.
The Harbordale center
currently has approximate
ly 50 students in their after
school program and antici

Choice program.
Our Brother's Keeper,
Inc. received $800 of the
$2,000 they asked for to
buy educational videos to
use in their program to help
substance abusers.
Harmon said the pro
gram was "a way for the
police department to inter
act positively with the
community and try to make
a difference in the quality
of life."

City Encourages Recycling Trees
Into Yuletide Mulch------ —
ST. PETERSBURG St. Petersburg residents
:an find a second use for
heir Christmas tree by
illowing the city to recycle
rees into decorative Yuleide mulch. The mulch is
free to residents and is also
ised to landscape city
oarks, golf courses, and
rther facilities. St. Peters
burg sanitation crews will
provide on-site pick up of
liscarded trees in the
neighborhoods starting on
Wednesday, Jan. 5, 2005.
Where to Drop Off Your
Tree:
St. Petersburg resiJents who want to dispose
nf their tree immediately
ire encouraged to drop it

off at any one of the city's
five Brush Sites. If a plas
tic tree bag is used when
dropping off the tree, it
should be removed and
placed in the bin provided
for tree bags. Residents are
asked to please remove the
tree stand, all decorations,
and lights before discard
ing the tree.
Brush Site locations:
• 1000 62nd Ave. NE
•7750 26th Ave. N.
• 2500' 26th Ave. S.
• 4015 Dr. Martin Lu
ther King Jr. St. S. (9th St.
S.)
•2453 20th Ave. N.
Brush Site Hours are 9
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday; and 8 a.m.

to 5:30 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday.
The trees are ground
into a sweet smelling
mulch which is mixed with
standard mulch and is
available free at each
Brush Site daily. Residents
should bring their own
bags and shovel.
For residents not able
to drop off their trees,
here's how to take advan
tage of the on-site pick-up:
• Residential Houses:
Place the tree no closer
than three feet beside the
garbage container in the
usual location (curb or
alley).
• Large Apartment
Complexes: Place the trees

in a central location. When
trees accumulate, apart
ment managers should call
Commercial Sanitation, at
893-7351, and a crew will
be sent for pick up.
• Smaller Apartment
Complexes: Place trees
beside or behind the large
metal dumpsters and pick
up will be on regular col
lection days.
The city reminds resi
dents that, when placing a
tree out for pick up, please
remember to remove the
tree stand, all decorations,
lights, and plastic bags. For
further information, call
(727) 893-7334 or (727)
893-7398.

There Is A Reason to Read
The Weekly Challenger!

Please Support Our Paper
by Patronizing Our

Every day,
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someone with a
mental health problem:

• pops The question
• Earns a promotion
. Makes The grade

Mental health problems affect almost
every family in America. Yet most people
who have mentaI heaIth probIems
recover from them. So chances are,
someone who has-or has recovered from - ,
- a mentaI heaIth problem makes a
positive impact on our lives.
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Aveeno
presents:

Journey to
SKIN TIGHT
By Dr. Mary Harris
Pimples. Zits. Rashes.
Bumps. These eruptions are a few of
the many blemishes that can prevent
us from putting our best face for
ward, especially in winter. All are
conditions of the skin, the largest
organ of our bodies that includes the
epidermis covering our face and muscles as well as our scalp
and fingernails. Staying under wraps during the cold season
can hide latent skin conditions or even contribute to their for
mation because typically, what’s out of sight is out of mind.
But flaking skin, rough, calloused feet, excessive dtyness, and
brittle, breaking hair will surely greet us when warm weather
returns if we neglect our skin in winter..
Like any other organ, healthy skin results from good
nutrition, sufficient water intake and, believe it or not, exer
cise. Foods high in vitamins C and E prevent wrinkles and
flaking. Water is critical fo* moisture and hydration while
exercise increases blood flow that gives us a robust pallor and
prevents sagging. Please dont be influenced by the array of
creams, lotions, oils and serums that promise to end your
complexion woes. Without the three basics - good nutrition,
water and exercise - any skin protection or improvement plan
will fail.
Cultural lore, "old Wives tales” and misinformation
have compromised the health ofAfrican-American skin and
hair. For years, we thought grease was the answer to "ashy”
skin and dry, dull hair. As children, our mothers nibbed our
bodies with petroleum jelly and oiled our scalps to combat
dryness and dandruff, especially in winter. We now know that
heavy oils clog the pores and attract dust and dirt that prevent
the skin from breathing. Light moisturizers are far better. Any
harsh chemicals, including those contained in noh-moisturizing soaps and shampoos, are bad for the skin. Repeated
splashing with lots of plain, lukewarm water is usually suffi
cient for a good cleansing. Follow up with a light, non-oil
based moisturizer that contains a sun block of grade 15 or
higher (yes, sun block is important even in winter.) Fa* hair, a
tight shampoo without conditioner followed again by a non
oil based moisturizer will keep the scalp clean and healthy.
Don’t neglect your feet by allowing rough skin and
calluses to develop. Keep toenails cut straight across and
moisturize cuticles and the soles of feet every time you bathe.
Woolen clothing and some acrylics can also give
skin the wintertime blues. Put a natural fiber barrier like a
cotton tee shirt and long-johns between you and itchy materi
als. Protect the hair from abrasive flannel sheets and pillow
cases by wearing a silk scarf to bed and under woolen hats
when outside.
Keep indoor air moist by using a humidifier or allow
a pot of boiling water to create steam on the stove. Before
bed, turn the heat down and sleep with a window cracked.
Stay warm by adding more blankets, not more heat It can
parch the skin and make the complexion flaky and dull
When outdoors, remember to use a moisturizing lip
balm and hand lotion to prevent chapping.
Protect yourself now so that when the cloudy, gray
skies of winter are replaced by sweet warm sunshine, your
skin will be as fresh and lively as the first flowers of spring!

Weekend Events
From The City Of St.
Petersburg---------------FIRST NIGHT ST.
PETERSBURG!
Fore
casters are predicting
beautiful weather for this
year's First Night celebra
tion on New Year's Eve. 30
stages! Two fireworks dis
plays! Don't miss the fun.
Get your First Night
Button for $8 ($5 for chil
dren), now on sale at City
Hall in the Mall (Tyrone
Square), The Pier and the
Mahaffey Theater Box Of
fice. Buttons are also
available online at www.
firstnightstpete.com/.
Contact: (727) 823-8906.
THIS WEEKEND AT
A GLANCE: In addition to
First Night, here are some
events happening this
weekend:
• WMNF New Year’s
Eve Celebration, Dec. 31,
Coliseum, featuring Donna
the Buffalo, 9 p.m.
• Saturday Morning
Market, Jan. 1, will be
open on New Year's Day!
Central Ave. between lst
and 2nd Streets, 9 a.m. to 1
p.m., free.
• Kwanzag Celebra
tion, Jan. 1, Enoch Davis
Center, covered dish din
ner and celebration, 6 to 8
p.m., free.
• Music Fest On The
Water, Jan. 2, The Pier, 1
to 4 p.m., with entertain
ment by Blast, free.
• Marching Badgers:

The University of Wis
consin's Marching Band,
in the area for the Outback
Bowl, is holding its re
hearsals here in St. Pet
ersburg and the public is
invited to watch the band
practice. The Badger's
Marching Band will re
hearse at Eckerd College's
soccer field on Dec. 30
from 8 to 9:15 a.m. and on
Dec. 31 from 8:30 to 10
a.m. Contact: (727) 8937465.
• Crossing The Bay:
A new musical about old
Florida debuts next week the next original theater
production by LiveArts,
creators of "Webb's City:
The Musical." "Crossing
the Bay" makes good
natured fun of the rivalry
between St. Petersburg and
Tampa while intertwining
the wit and romance of
Jane Austen's "Pride and
Prejudice" classic,. The
funny and romantic musi
cal plays Jan. 5 to 23 in St.
Petersburg at the Janet
Root Theater (Shorecrest
Preparatory School), 5101
lst St. NE., and in Tampa
from Jan. 25 to 30 at the
Falk Theatre, 428 W. Ken
nedy Blvd. Mayor Rick
Baker and Tampa Mayor
Pam Iorio have cameo ap
pearances during the Jan. 6
and Jan. 27 performances.
Contact: (727) 490-7367.

Vanderbilt Football
Player Killed Over
'Trash Talk'--------------

Always remember to visit wvvw.journeytowellness.com for more important news about your
health.

PLATINUM
GOLD
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN PINELLAS COUNTY

MOBILE AUTO DETAILING
You've tried the Rest. NovFtryJhe Best!

"WE COME TO YOU"
Home Rhone: 726-0877 • Mobile Rhone: 710-2744
Owner - Falencia Robinson

Vanderbilt junior running back Kwane Doster is
shown in a 2004 Vanderbilt University photo.
Doster, 21, was shot to death early Sunday, Dec.
26, while on Christmas break in Tampa, Fla.
(AP Photo/Vanderbilt University)
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TAMPA, Fla. (AP) - and the arguments cen
Vanderbilt running back tered on whose car was
Kwane Doster was shot to better.
death after his friends and
The two groups met
a group of other men ex again at a stoplight, where
changed "trash talk" about they again exchanged
their cars, Tampa police words and mean stares,
said Tuesday.
Durkin said. The suspects
Police continued to were riding in an orange
appeal for help in making Infiniti.
an arrest in the Sunday
Blocks later, Doster
morning shooting. Police and his friends pulled into
said they have suspects, a sandwich shop. The In
but need witnesses who finiti pulled up, one man
might have seen who fired got out and opened fire
the fatal shot.
with a handgun, Durkin
Doster, 21, was shot to said.
death at a sandwich shop
Doster, who was sit
after visiting a local club ting in the back seat of his
with two friends about friend's car, was killed
1:30 a.m. Sunday.
with a single shot. No one
While leaving the else was injured.
club, Doster's friends had a
"There was no indica
discussion with three other tion they knew each other,"
men about their cars, said Durkin said. "It's some
Tampa police spokesman thing so trivial, that trash
Joe Durkin. Both groups talk goes on all the time.
were driving what Durkin Then someone pulls out a
described as "show" cars, gun - inconceivable."

Health Department Announces
Receipt Of Additional Flu Vaccine
PINELLAS COUNTY
- The Pinellas County
Health Department has re
ceived an additional ship
ment of 13,000 doses of
adult flu vaccine for distri
bution.
In accordance with
guidelines established by
the U.S. Centers for Di
sease Control and Preven
tion (CDC) and the Florida
Department of Health
(DOH), the Pinellas Coun
ty Health Department will
distribute this latest ship
ment of flu vaccine to pri
vate providers - physi
cians’ offices and walk-in
clinics. More than 100 pro
viders will be getting flu
vaccine from this latest
shipment to arrive at the

health department.
"We are pleased to be
able to distribute this vac
cine to doctors in Pinellas
County," said John P. Heil
man, M.D., M.P.H., Di
rector of the Pinellas Coun
ty Health Department.
"Many of these doctors
have been on a waiting list
and we know they are
eager to start offering flu
shots to those at risk."
If a supply of flu vac
cine is available after fill
ing the requests of pro
viders on the current wait
ing list, the Pinellas Coun
ty Health Department may
be able to offer flu shots to
the at-risk public through
appointments at designated
locations in the county.

The recommendations
for those in the high-risk
categories have recently
been amended by CDC and
DOH. High-risk individu
als who should be vacci
nated against influenza
include:
• Persons 65 years and
older;
• Children 6 to 35
months;
• Individuals with
chronic health problems
such as heart or lung dis
ease, asthma, diabetes or
cancer;
• All household con
tacts of high-risk individu
als;
• AU women who will
be pregnant during flu sea
son;

• Residents of nursing
homes and long-term care
facilities;
• Healthcare workers;
• Caregivers of infants
under.the age of 6 months.
Individuals in the risk cate
gories above are encour
aged to seek out a flu shot
provider in their communi
ty
For recorded informa
tion about vaccine distribu
tion, call the Pinellas
County Health Department
at (727) 824-6900, and
choose option 2. For addi
tional information, visit
www.pinellashealth.com
and click on "Flu Vaccine,"
or visit www.cdc.gov.

egin 2005 By Giving Back To
The Community:
WHimii1®®T
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PINELLAS COUNTY
- Can you fill a need?
Here are some positions
from the Retired & Senior
Volunteer Program (RSVP)
stations requesting volun
teers. Many of these op
portunities do not require
any special skill, just a
desire to help.
• Social Security
Administration - Volun
teers are needed to perform
general filing and office
duties as well as routine
clerical functions related to
district and branch office
operations.
• Enoch Davis Center
- Volunteers I are needed at
the front desk to greet and
direct visitors, answer
phone, also to assist at the
snack bar.
• Children’s Home
Society - Volunteers are
needed for supervised visi
tations, Bonding Facili
tator, assist in the Teen Life
skills Program, office as
sistant, and marketing as
sistant. These needs are at
the Family Visitation
House.
• The Hospice of Flor
ida Sun Coast - Volunteers
are needed for a variety of
duties: patient/family sup
port, thrift shop staffing,
providing
bereavement
support, computer opera
tors, office assistance,
community outreach, and
proving assistance at spe
cial events.
• AU Local HospitalsVolunteers are needed at all
local hospitals in various
areas:
transporting pa
tients, admitting, clerical,
surgical waiting room, gift
shop, and more. You can
choose one nearest to you.
• St Petersburg Free
Clinic -Volunteers are
needed for medical intake,
inventory clerk, reception
ist, Beacon house cook,
USDA distribution clerk,
data entry, volunteer doctor/nurse, handyman, guest
speaker for group activi
ties. Volunteer program as
sistant, and more.
• Palm Harbor Li-

brary - Volunteers are
needed; at information
desk; duties include an
swering phones and direct
ing patrons to right loca
tions.
• St. Petersburg Po
lice Department - Vol
unteers are needed for of
fice positions at the follow
ing resource centers: Bart
lett Park, Maximo, and
Sunrise.
• Neighborly Senior
Services - Volunteers are
needed for a variety of du
ties such as assisting at the
Adult Day Service Centers,
Counseling at North and
South County Mental
Health Centers, telephone
reassurance, transporta
tion, and to serve as men
tors to middle schools stu-'
dents in writing and Art
activities during the sum
mer, now through July 31.
• Florida Holocaust
Museum - Volunteers are
need in the Gift Shop, Ad
missions, Gallery Guard
ian, museum greeter, and
helping with the bulk mail
ings.
• Christmas Toy Shop
- Volunteers are needed for
bike repairs, battery and
electronic toys, sorting,
and cleaning.
• Academy Prep Edu
cation Center - Volunteers
are needed to tutor/assist 13 students per evening in
the study hall 5-7 p.m.,
teach an after-school activ
ity (3:30-4:30 p.m.) to 515 students one or twi days
a week, in-class teacher’s
aide, office assistant, data
processor, and substitute
teaching as needed.
• City of ClearwaterNeed volunteers for Admission/Information Desk
Attendant from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. to take money for ad
missions, answer phones,
and answer guest ques
tions.
• Guardian Ad Litem
- Needs volunteers to
speak for the best interest
of children in court and to
help find them safe, perma
nent homes. Training class-

es will be provided.
• Suncoast Health
Council, Inc. - Volunteers
are needed for the Com
passionate Drug Patient
Assistance Program. Du
ties will include: data en
try, clerical, assisting with
the compilation and mail
ing of application forms,
working closely with pa
tients and staff as needed,
answering phones and re
turning calls to patients,
physicians, and drug com
panies if required. There
are two sites; one each in
St. Petersburg and Clear
water.
• Center Against
Spouse Abuse (CASA) Volunteers are needed to
assist in a variety of pro
grams: 24 hour Crisis Line,
Support Group, Visitation
Center, Community Educa
tion, Substance Abuse Ser
vices, Children & Youth
Services (grandma/grandpa program), and also in
the thrift store.
• Pinellas County
Schools — Volunteers are
needed for 1-2 hours as
tutors and mentors for
struggling students in
Pinellas County Schools.
•
Safety
Harbor
Public Library - Volun
teers are needed for data
entry, Special Projects,
Circulation and Reference
Departments, Technical
Services/ Book Processing,
and the deaf literacy Pro
gram.
• Largo Police Dept Volunteers are needed to
teach 55 Alive classes,
maintain fleet cruisers, tap
ing segments of LPD, con
duct campaigns, front desk
and clerical assistance.
• Leepa-Rattner Mu
seum of Arts - Volunteers
are needed to assist at the
front desk and store area,
the archives dept., and
helping for special events.
• Retired Senior Vo
lunteer Program - A vol
unteer is needed in the
office twice a week for
four hours to file, answer
phones, mailings, and oth-

ers clerical duties.
• PARC Thrift ShopVolunteers are needed for
cashiers, sorters, pricing
merchandise, and salesper
sons.
• St. Petersburg Mu
seum of History - Vol
unteers are needed as do
cents and giving tours to
school groups. Anyone
particularly knowledgeable
in Japanese culture would
be a bonus!
• Bon Secours Maria
Manor - Volunteers are
needed for, the gift shop,
assisting/feeding the resi
dents, telephone-clerical
support, hospitality volun
teer, resident visitation,
activity assistants, and
more!
• Brooker Creek Pre
serve - Volunteers are
needed in a variety of areas
such as: clerical, exhibit/
theater docent, resource
center attendant, field ste
ward, photo/videographer,
hike guides, roaming natu
ralists, program/outreach,
and special events.
• Area Agency on Ag
ing Pasco/Pinellas - Vol
unteers are needed for re
ceptionists at the front re
ception area. No skills
needed; just a pleasant per
sonality willing to greet
visitors, answer phones
with multiple extensions,
and take messages.
• Heritage Village Volunteers are needed for
special events, docents, re
ceptionist, gift shop, li
brary assistants, marketing/outreach volunteers,
restoration committee.
• Gracewood Nursing
Center - Volunteers are
needed to assist with activ
ities and special events,
visitations with residents to
read to them and take for
trips out and about the
facility.
For information on
these and other positions,
please call the RSVP office
at (727) 327-8690 ext. 22.

“The clever mind observes. The pure heart serves.” - Sri Chinmoy
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Ebony Scholars Program Receives
Verizon Gift--------------------------------------

Position: Data Conversation Operators at the 3501 Riga Blvd. (in Sabal Industrial Park), Tampa
Data Conversion Operators use a computer terminal to prepare mail for automated sorting equipment.
They read typed or handwritten addresses from a letter image on the terminal screen, and then select and
type essential information, so that an address bar code can be applied to the letter. Typing or data entry
experience is required.
The IMMEDIATE NEED is to fill temporary positions. Some limited career opportunities will be avail
able in the future to those who are hired as temporaries, pass the required training, and score high enough
on the written examination to be given career consideration. Detailed information regarding these oppor
tunities will be provided if you are scheduled for an interview.
Salary: Begins at $12.43 per hour plus $1.02 differential.
To apply: Apply on the Internet at www.usps.com/employment or on a touch tone phone by calling 1-866999-8777 (TTY 1-800-800-8776) and following the prompts. You will need the announcement number
(111995). Duplicate applications will not be accepted.

———M—

Bill Reid, Director for Governmental Affairs/Florida for Verizon Florida, presents a $3,000 donation to
Ebony Scholars Committee President, Vyrle Davis, left, at a recent event at Enoch Davis Center in St.
Petersburg. Carl Ferguson, treasurer, right, and State Rep. Arthenia Joyner, look on.

B.B. King in Concert

ST. PETERSBURG The Ebony Scholars pro
gram, which supports highachieving African-Amer
ican students in Pinellas
County, is the recent recip-

ient of a $3,000 gift from
Verizon Florida. Funds are
used to offer academic en
hancements, along with
instruction in public speak
ing, budgeting, college pre-

paration, life skills and cul
tural experiences to prom
ising students.
The donation was pre
sented earlier this month to
the group by Bill Reid,

Verizon’s Director for
Governmental Affairs/
Florida who works from
the company’s Lakeland
office.

Organizations Recognized By The
Juvenile Welfare Board—--------- —
PINELLAS COUNTY
- The Juvenile Welfare
Board of Pinellas County
(JWB) North County Com
munity Council recently
recognized three non-profit
organizations for helping
children and families spe
cifically in the north part of
the County.
Cherish the Children
Foundation was recognized
for providing foster fami
lies with school supplies

and clothing. The Founda
tion also holds an annual
Christmas Party complete
with Santa Claus and gifts
for the children. Clothes to
Kids, Inc., is a free clothing
boutique for children from
low-income
families.
Children not only appreci
ate the clothing, but the
shopping experience as
well. Making a Difference
Fishing Tournament for
Special Kids treats special

needs children to a day of
fishing. The event began
nine years ago with 20
kids, and now has grown to
400.
Each of the three
groups was honored at last
month’s JWB meeting, re
ceiving Certificates of Ap
preciation from the North
County Community Coun
cil. Comprised of lay, pro
fessional, and youth repre
sentatives, JWB has three

Community Councils. The
Councils meet monthly to
discuss issues unique to
their community and how
they might impact those
issues. They also provide
input to JWB staff and
Board, and undertake spe
cial projects. For more in
formation, call (727) 5475638 or send an email to d
whitlock@jwbpinellas.org.

Moffitt Physician To Address Cancer
Disparities--------------------------------------------

TAMPA - Legendary
Blues man B.B. King will
be at the USF Sun Dome

on Thursday, Dec. 30,
entertaining the crowd
with his own B.B. King

Blues Fest. The show
starts at 7 p.m. For more
information, call (813)

974-3111.

Investigations Into Collapse Of
Computer System At Bay Pines
ST. PETERSBURG,
Fla. (AP) - Civil and crim
inal investigations by two
federal agencies will look
into the collapse of a $472
million prototype comput
er system at Bay Pines vet
eran's hospital, officials
said.
The Core Financial
and Logistics System fail
ed a nine-month trial this
summer and was shut
down by the Veterans Af
fairs Department. Taxpay
ers paid about $278 million
for the system, which was
intended for use by VA
hospitals nationwide.
Federal prosecutors
have issued two subpoenas
to technology giant Bear
ingPoint, which built the
system.
The Justice Depart
ment and the Veterans
Affairs' office of inspector
general both declined to
discuss details of the sepa
rate investigations.
"One deals with alle
gations involving criminal
activity, the other one
involves matters of civil
litigation, basically involv-

poenas by federal prosecu
tors seeking "documents
relating to the CoreFLS
project," and that it had
fully complied.
In an e-mail to the St.
Petersburg Times, Bearing
Point spokesman John
Schneidawind said the
investigation was in the
early stages.
"We've also been
advised that this is a review
of the entire project and it
does not single out Bearing
Point," he said.
U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson
has called on Secretary of
Veteran's Affairs Anthony
Principi to place Bearing
Point on a list of suspended
vendors.
Of the V.A. recent controversy, U.S. Sen. Bill
Nelson
questioned
Nelson called on Secretary of Veteran’s Affairs
Anthony Principi to place BearingPoint on a list of why the company recently
suspended vendors.
was awarded a $229 mil
The U.S. Attorney's lion contract by the De
ing money," said Jon
Wooditch, spokesman for Office in Tampa declined partment of Homeland
comment.
the VA inspector general.
Security to install a new
The latest develop computer system given
BearingPoint stressed
in a statement that "the ments were in a recent questions about Bearinggovernment has neither BearingPoint filing with Point's performance with
identified nor made any the Securities and Ex the VA.
allegations or claims of change Commission.
BearingPoint said it
criminal conduct pertain
had been issued two sub
ing to BearingPoint."

TAMPA - A top physi
cian at H. Lee Moffitt Can
cer Center and Research
Institute will address
alarming cancer rates
among some ethnic groups
compared to others and
how scientists are working
to change them. In remem
brance of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s message
to close gaps along cultural
lines, Sean Tedjarati, M.D.,
will present Realizing Dr.
Kings’ Dream: A Call to
Action on Health Dispar
ities, on Wed., Jan. 26, at 6
p.m. in the Vincent A. Sta
bile Research Building Au
ditorium at Moffitt Cancer
Center. The lecture and
reception are free and open
to the community. Please
R.S.V.P. by Jan 21 at (813)
745-8634.
The program leader in
the Gynecologic Oncology
Program and International
Liaison at Moffitt, Tedja
rati has conducted in-depth
research on cancer health
disparities and has pub
lished his findings in major
medical journals.
Experts have discov
ered that cancer rates among ethnic groups show
significant variations. Ac
cording to the Centers of
Disease Control and Pre
vention (CDC), African
Americans have a higher
cancer incidence and mor
tality rate compared with
other groups. Furthermore,
the National Cancer Insti
tute states that many differ
ences in cancer incidence
and mortality rates among

racial and ethnic groups
may be due to factors asso
ciated with socioeconomic
status, such as education,
certain occupations and
health insurance.
Tedjarati will discuss
other factors that con
tribute to the wide margins
and suggest ways the com
munity can help to close
them. A question and an
swer period will follow his
presentation.

In 2001, the National
Cancer Institute awarded
Moffitt the status of a
Comprehensive
Cancer
Center in recognition of its
excellence in research and
contributions to clinical tri
als, prevention and cancer
control. Additionally, Mof
fitt is a member of the
National Comprehensive
Cancer Network, a presti
gious alliance of the coun
try’s leading cancer cen-

ters, and is listed in the
U.S. News & World Report
as one of "America’s Best
Hospitals" for cancer.
Moffitt’s sole mission is to
contribute to the preven
tion and cure of cancer.

■ Bachelor’s degrees including
Technology Management
■ Associate in Arts degree
■ Associate in Science
degrees including
Manufacturing Production
■ Certificates including
Food and Beverage
Management

St. Petersburg College
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STATE NEWS
Jury Awards $1.5 Million To Former FedEx
Worker In Retaliation Case-------------- --------

Citizens TO Investigate POlice Custody
Deaths In JacksOnville—------------------JACKSONVILLE,
Fla. (AP) - The deaths of
two men in police custody
will be investigated by a
citizen's commission that
will also look into the Jack
sonville Sheriffs Office's
policy on using deadly
force.
On Dec. 20, State Sen.
Tony Hill announced the
creation of the l6-person
citizen's group. The com
mission will make recom
mendations on police poli
cy and training, and decide
if there is a need for feder
al civil rights commission
involvement, Hill said.
The body does not
have subpoena power but
still aims to take testimony
from sheriffs office per
sonnel, the Florida Depart
ment of Law Enforcement,
criminal justice experts and
people who believe they or
their family members were
"subjected to deadly force"
by police, according to a
letter Hill sent to Sheriff
John Rutherford.
The Justice Depart
ment and the FBI are also
investigating the cases of

On Dec. 15, State Sen. Tony Hill announced the cre
ation of citizen's group that would investigate the
police force’s policies and training.
Sammy Evans Jr., 49, who
died Dec. 3 after he was
arrested for public drink
ing, and Ezra Jones, 29,
who died Dec. 5 after being
shot with pepper spray and
put in restraints at the
Duval County Jail. An
autopsy shows Evans died
of a broken neck.
Evans became unre
sponsive after a struggle
with rookie Officer Kaleb

Underwood, 27, who has
resigned. Evans and Jones
were not armed when ar
rested, and both are black.
Rutherford, who dis
couraged Hill from going
ahead with the commission
in a letter obtained by The
Florida Times-Union, said
officers can't discuss open
investigations and the
probe can't he interfered
with.

Police union president
Nelson Cuba questioned
how citizens could judge
split-second decisions of
trained police officers and
why a commission was cre
ated before authorities
complete their investiga
tions.
But Hill defended his
initiative, calling Ruther
ford's letter a “status quo
response from law enforce
ment."
The Jacksonville sena
tor said the committee will
not impede investigators,
but examine public policy
that could lead to legisla
tion.
Rutherford has denied
a pattern of brutality and
requested that federal
authorities join in the
investigation into the
deaths.
Sheriffs office policy
says deadly force may be
used only when the officer
"reasonably believes that
the action is in defense of
human life," or to prevent
the escape of a suspect who
presents an imminent dan
ger to others.

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP)
- FedEx Corp, must pay
more than $1.5 million to a
former
worker
who
claimed he was harassed
and threatened with demo
tion after he complained
that two minority employ
ees were passed over for
promotion in favor of a
white candidate, a federal
jury ruled.
The company, at the
time called Federal Express
Corp., must pay Theodore
Maines $1.37 million for
emotional pain and anguish
and $200,000 in lost wages
and benefits in the work
place retaliation case, the
jury in Orlando recently

ruled.
Maines, who is white,
worked at FedEx's call cen
ter. The U.S. Equal
Employment Opportunity
Commission sued the pack
age-delivery company in
2002.
“It was very disillu
sioning to lose my career
for doing what I believe
was the right thing,"
Maines said. “This is a bit
tersweet victory."
FedEx officials said
they likely would appeal
the case.
“We strongly believe
that FedEx has a diverse
work force," sajd Sandra
Munoz, a spokeswoman

The effort to eliminate hate-based crime will take
community involvement, law enforcement activity
and the commitment of individuals throughout
Florida. The can be no place in our state for people
who target others out of prejudice and hatred," said
Attorney General Charlie Crist.
among the most insidious
offenses and are a cancer
on a civilized society," said
Crist. "The effort to elimi
nate hate-based crime will
take community involve
ment, law “ enforcement
activity and the commit
ment
of
individuals
throughout Florida. The
can be no place in our state
for people who target oth
ers out of prejudice and
hatred."
Race was the motivat
ing factor behind virtually

half the reported hate
crimes (49.1 percent). A
combination of just two
motivation categories, race
and ethnicity/national ori
gin, accounted for twothirds (67.6 percent) of all
reported hate crimes in
2003. However, the per
centage of hate crimes
based on race was actually
the second lowest since
hate crime reporting began
and marks only the second
time the figure was below
50 percent.

The report also reflects
a slight shift away from
hate crimes that target indi
viduals and toward crimes
against property. Crimes
against persons accounted
for 68 percent of all hate
crimes incidents in 2003,
down from 72 percent the
previous year. The remain
der were hate crimes in
which property was target
ed.
The Hate Crimes in
Florida Report summarizes
data collected from local
law enforcement agencies
by the Florida Department
of Law Enforcement. Any
attempt to rank or catego
rize an agency, county or
region based solely on this
report may be misleading
by making it appear that
certain areas have a high
number of hate crimes
when in fact their law
enforcement agencies have
more vigorous polices of
identifying and reporting
such crimes. The report
does not include unreport
ed crimes or those that may
have been hate related but
were not classified as such
by the local law enforce^
ment agency.
A copy of the Hate
Crimes in Florida 2003
report can be viewed at:
http://www.myfloridalegal.com/2003HateCrimesR
eport.pdf.

'Happy New Year!
You’ll find all the best ingredients for youf
New Year's celebration at Kash n' Karry.
Open until 11 p.m. on New Year’s Eve and
open regular hours on New Year’s Day.
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ters to the two minority
candidates and instead pro
moted the white employee,
the suit said. After Maines
complained to the compa
ny's legal department,
FedEx gave Maines the
option of either accepting a
demotion of five pay-grade
levels or be issued a warn
ing letter and face immedi
ate termination for any sub
sequent infractions, the
lawsuit said.
Maines resigned from
the call center in 2001. He
now works for an Orlando
real estate development
company.

Hastin'Karry.

Attorney General Releases FlOrida Hate
Crimes Report —--------------------------------TALLAHASSEE-Re
ported hate crimes in
Florida fell by more than
10 percent in 2003 and the
percentage of hate crimes
based on the victim’s race
was the second lowest
since reporting began in
1991, Attorney General
Charlie Crist said. Releas
ing the annual Hate Crimes
in Florida report for 2003,
Crist said a total of 275
hate crimes were reported
by local law enforcement
agencies that year, down
from the 306 total a year
earlier. Hate crimes moti
vated by the victim’s reli
gious beliefs also declined,
down more than 17 percent
from the previous year.
However, the report
shows a clear pattern of
growth in hate crime inci
dents motivated by the vic
tim’s sexual orientation,
Crist said. The number of
such incidents, 55, is the
third, highest single-year
total since reporting began.
Hate crimes based on sexu
al orientation accounted for
20 percent of all hate
crimes, the highest propor
tion for this category ever
recorded in Florida. In the
last four years, Florida law
enforcement agencies re
ported more hate crimes
motivated by sexual orien
tation (194) than the com
bined total for the first
eight years of hate crimes
reporting (193).
"Hate
crimes
are

for the Memphis, Tenn.based company. “We do
not tolerate discrimina
tion."
The lawsuit stemmed
from an incident in 2001 in
which Maines, a senior
manager in the customer
account services depart
ment, sought to promote a
black female employee and
a Hispanic female employ
ee.
Maines was overruled
by a vice president, who
favored a white female
employee for the promo
tion, according to the law
suit.
The vice president
rescinded Maines' offer let
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NATIONAL NEWS
Jackson’s AirpOrt Gets New Name TO
Honor Evers-------------------------- --------------

City Leaders Celebrate Change Fpr
50th Anniversary Of Bus BOycott —

JACKSON, Miss. (AP)
- Mississippi's largest com
mercial airport will now be
known as Jackson-Evers
International Airport to
honor slain civil rights fig
ure Medgar Evers.
The Jackson City
Council voted 6-0 on
Tuesday for the name
change, amending an origi
nal proposal to rename the
airport Medgar Evers
International Airport.
Evers was field secre
tary for the Mississippi
NAACP when he was
assassinated June 12,1963,
in the driveway of his

by Amanda Dawkins
Associated Press Writer
MONTGOMERY, Ala.
(AP) - City leaders hope to
turn an event that once
divided blacks and whites
in the early stages of the
civil rights movement into
a celebration of equality for
the 50th anniversary of the
Montgomery bus boycott.
Observance events are
scheduled to take place
throughout the new year the boycott began four days
after the arrest of Rosa
Parks- on Dec. 1, 1955 with many designed tq edu
cate the community on
the significance of the boy
cott.
Some who participated
in the historic events of a
half-century ago, such as
Johnnie Carr, are involved
in the anniversary activi
ties.
“After 50 years of
struggling' the accomplish
ments should be known to
the people, to let them
know where we were and
where we're going," said
Carr, president of the
Montgomery Improvement
Association, the group
formed in 1955 to organize
the protest.
One activity planned is
a commemoration of the
legal case, styled Browder
v. Gayle, that led to the fed
eral court ruling that
declared bus segregation
unconstitutional.
Also
planned is an observance
highlighting the contribu
tions of E.D. Nixon of
Montgomery, who moved
quickly after ’the Parks
arrest to launch the boy
cott, which propelled the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
into the national spotlight.
Rep. Alvm Holmes, DMontgomery, a veteran
black politician, said it is
important for blacks and

Jackson hoine. White su
premacist Byron De La
Beckwith, after two mistri
als in 1964, was convicted
of the killing on Feb. 5,
1994. Beckwith died in
prison in 2001.
“We appreciate this
and thank everyone who
was involved ih making the
name change a success,"
Myrlie Evers-Williams, wi-

In 1994, after two mistrials, white supremacist Byron De La Beckwith was con
victed in the 1963 slaying of civil rights activist Medgar Evers.
dow of Medgar Evers and
chairman emeritus of the
National Association for
the Advancement of Col
ored People, told The
Clarion-Ledger in a tele
phone interview. “The city
of Jackson and the state of
Mississippi will benefit
from this. It sends a clear
signal internationally that

Mississippi continues to
make progress."
Jackson resident Ineva
May-Pittman requested the
city rename the airport.
“I will not believe that
this is a reality until I see
the name on the marker in
Rankin County," Pittman
said.
Airport officials want-

ed to keep Jackson in the
name. They plan to create
an exhibit honoring Evers
in the terminal.
In Jackson, the down
town post office, a major
thoroughfare and a library
bear Evers' name.

Reggie White’s Urban Hope Helped
Start 400 Businesses--------------------GREEN BAY, Wis.
(AP) - Ih the seven years
since Reggie White and his
wife helped found Urban
Hope, more than 800 peo
ple have graduated from its
programs that help people
get started in business.
“A lot of people know
Reggie as a football player
and a legend, but what he
has returned to the commu
nity and the seeds that he's
planted here was one of the
best models in America for
economic development,"
said Mark Burwell, Urban
Hope's executive director.
The 43-year-old leg
endary defensive end died
Sunday in Huntersville,
N.C. He arrived in Green
Bay in 1993 and the 1998
season was his final with
the Packers. His cause of

death was hot immediately
known. An autopsy was
scheduled.
In recent years, White
and his wife, Sara, dis
tanced themselves from the
day-to-day Operations of
Urban Hope and1 served
mainly as advisers, attending the business develop
ment program's gradua
tions and reading business
plans, Burwell said;
Former Green Bay
Mayor Patil Jadin, who left
office in 2003 and became
Green Bay Area Chamber
of Commerce president,
developed a close relation
ship with White through
Urban Hope.
“Reggie was one of
those people who I think
recognized that he heeded
to justify his blessings in

life by becoming a vehicle
to bring blessings to oth
ers," Jadin said.
Angela
Cervantes
graduated from Urban
Hope in 1998 and has since
started Angelina Restaurant
in Green Bay.
“I ,still haven't digested
the news yet," she said.
"The one thing I remember
he was always preaching
was the important thing
when you open a business
is to be honest with cus
tomers and yourself other
wise you're not gonna
make it."
John Opichka, who
was the program's director
from its inception in 1997
until June 2002, said
White's devotion to helping
others never changed.
“Reggie
has
not

changed over the years,"
Opichka said. “He's always
a very positive person. He's
always a leader. He's a per
son that's trying to make a
difference in people's lives.
And that's the fun part. He's
truly an impact-type person
that's always wilting to
give out a hand.'.'
Burwell said they were
looking forward to White
being a keynote speaker in
about a month.
“I just talked to Reggie
three days ago,.. I was on
the phone with him about
an hour," Burwell said.
The program has
helped start more than 400
businesses. The program
has led to the creation of
1,100 jobs, Burwell said.

Advice And Assistance For First-Time
Homebuyers Highlights The January
Issue Of ‘Black Enterprise’--------------- NEW
YORK
Homeownership remains
the cornerstone of individ
ual wealth for most Ameri
cans. However, African
Americans have the lowest
rates of homeownership of
any ethnic group - 47.5%
(versus 71.8% for whites,
54.7% for Hispanics, and
48.2% for Asian Ameri
cans). Clearly, increasing
homeownership
rates
among black Americans
goes a long way toward
eliminating the disparity in

net worth between black
and white households, also
know as the wealth gap. In
the January cover feature
"My First Home," Black
Enterprise (BE) affirms
homeownership as the top
wealth-building priority for
2005 while providing a
comprehensive list and de
scription of current homebuyers’ assistance pro
grams. With interest rates
still near historic lows and
the growing popularity of
low down payments and

MID PININJULA SEAFOOD
MARKET * REITAURANT
400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL
327- 8309
328- 8309
Mori.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM
Sunday ... Gone Fishin'
WHERE THE LOCALS BUY

"no money down" mort
gage programs, more fami
lies and individuals are
encouraged to buy real
estate. This year, "BE will
focus even more intently
on motivating African
Americans to buy their first
homes and to get them to
take this wealth-building
step as early in their lives
as possible," says Founder
and Publisher Earl G.
Graves, Sr. "Let’s urge our
young people to set a goal
of becoming homeowners

by their 25th birthdays.
With the help Of a number
of first-time home buying
programs, the American
dream of homeownership
can be achieved sooner
rather than later." (pg. 68)
Five years ago, BE
introduced the Black
Wealth Initiative, the cor
nerstone of which is the
Declaration of Financial
Empowerment (DOPE).
Over 100,000 people have
since adopted the 10 DOPE
principles and put them
into use, from saving and
investing 10% to 15% of
after-tax income, to intro
ducing children to sound
financial and business
practices. Since its incep
tion, BE has been commit
ted to a mission of wealthbuilding.Further informa
tion concerning BE’s com
prehensive Wealth Build
ing Kit may be found
online at www.blackenterprise.com.
The January issue of
Black Enterprise is avail
able on newsstands now.

Notables
from front page
“Flying Down to Rio."
Jan. 2.
• Beatrice Winde, 79.
Tony Award-nominated
actress (Melvin Van Pee
bles' “Ain't Supposed to
Die a Natural Death,"
1971.) Jan. 3.
• Brian Gibson, 59.
Director of acclaimed
films including “What's
Love Got To Do with It?"
Jan. 4. Cancer.
• Malachi Favors, 76.
Jazz bassist; played with
Dizzy Gillespie, Art En
semble of Chicago. Jan.
30.
• Frank Mantooth, 56.
Grammy-nominated jazz
musician. Jan. 30.
MARCH:
• Paul Winfield, 62.
Oscar-nominated stage,

White
from front page
the details won't be made
public, the funeral home
said'Monday.
A two-time NFL De
fensive Player of the Year
and ordained minister who

E.D. Nixon and Rosa Parks enter the courthouse in
1955. Nixon served as-a president of the Voters
League of Montgomery and leader of the Alabama
NAACP. After Parks was arrested, he helped Martin
Luther King, Ralph David Abernathy and Bayard
Rustin'organize the Montgomery Bus Boycott

the way.
Robert White, chair of
the 50th anniversary com
mittee, said the boycott is
one of the most historically
significant
events
in
American history.
“The bus boycott is
typically a domestic move
ment that was started by
average, ordinary people
and,it was the people that
were responsible for mak
ing it a success," White
”It's an awesome prototype
for social change and it
impacted social change
around the world. "
Jim Carrier, who wrote
“A Traveler's Guide tp the
Civil ,Rights Movement,"
said the bus boycott is
j probably- what Montgom
ery is most known for
worldwide:
“It really brought to a
closure the dream of the
creed embodied in the
founding fathers that all
men were created equal,"
Cartier said.
Actor Nick LaTour,
sOri of E.D. Nixon, said the
boycott was one of most
important events to happen
in the country;
“People couldn't take it
anymore and they were at
the point that they thought,
This is enough. We got to
do something about this,"'
he said in a telephone inter
view: from his Los Angeles
home;. ■ “It's.. definitely
something that should be
remembered because of the
victory that was won oyer
segregation and discrimi
nation laws."
LaTour is also the
founder of the E.D. Nixon
Foundation in Montgomery
and said the organization
plans to help organize
observance events.

whites to take part in the
observance.
“It's the birthplace of
the civil rights movement
and people should join in
and send a very good signal
to the nation that we have
made much progress in
Alabama," Holmes said.
“We still have a way tq go we're not completely free
and equal - but we're a long
way from what we used to
be during the civil rights
movement,"
There were other
blacks who were arrested
for protesting the law that
banished them to the back
of the bus 50 years ago, but
it was the arrest of Parks
that sparked the boycott.
Thousands of blacks refused to ride the city's
buses as long as they
remained segregated dur
ing the 381-day protest.
It ended a year later
when the U.S. Supreme
Court banned segregation
in public transportation
At first, after a series Of
false starts that included a
standoff between black
elected officials and Mont
gomery Mayor Bobby
Bright, plans for the 50th

anniversary appeared to be
creating more division than
bringing people together.
Problems arose after the
city announced a contract
With an Atlanta-based con
sulting firm, Eventions,
Inc., to plan observance
events. Some black leaders
opposed
the
contract
because they believed the
city made plans without
input from the black com
munity, a claim the white
mayor disputed;
The conflict led to
Bright postponing the Sept.
13 unyeiling of a 1950s-era
bus that was restored to pay
tribute to the boycott. The
unveiling was rescheduled
for Dec. 5, the 49th anni
versary, and . the $197,000
bus is expected to be used
during the 50th anniversary
observance. The backlash
also led to black elected
officials deciding not to
attend city events and opt
ing to host "official" activ
ities with the Montgomery
Improvement Association.

screen actor (“Sounder").
March 7.
• John “J.J." Jackson,
62. Helped usher in music
video era as early MTV
personality. March 17.
APRIL:
• Brenda Fassie, 39.
South Africa's first black
pop star; gave voice to dis
enfranchised during apart
heid. May 9. Asthma.
• John Whitehead, 55.
R&B artist best known fqr
1979 hit “Ain't No Stoppin'
Us Now." May 11. Shot to
death.
• Elvin Ray Jones, 76.
Renowned jazz drummer;
in John Coltrane's quartet.
May 18.
• Lincoln Kilpatrick,
72. Appeared in stage ver
sion of “A Raisin in the
Sun." May 18.
JUNE:
• Ray Charles, 73.
Transcendent talent who

erased musical boundaries
with hits such as “What'd I
Say," “Georgia on My
Mind" and “I Can't Stop
Loving You." June 10.
JULY:
• Syreeta Wright, 58.
Motown recording artist
and songwriter, teamed
with ex-husband Stevie
Wonder (“Signed, Sealed,
Delivered"); July 6.
• Isabel Sanford, 86;
“Weezie" on “Jeffersons."
July 9.
• Illinois Jacquet, 81.
Tenor saxophonist; played
with nearly every jazz
luminary of his time. July
22.
AUGUST:
• Doh Tosti, 81.
Musician,
composer;
blended jazz, boogie and
blues to create the 1940s
“Pachuco" sound. Aug. 2.
• Hunter Hancock, 88.
Los Angeles disc jockey;

championed rhythm and
blues, early rock 'n' roll.
Aug. 4.
• Rick James, 56. Funk
legend known for 1981 hit
“Super Freak." Aug. 6.
• Darnel Petrie, 83.
Directed the movie version
of “A Raisin in the Sun,"
and won Emmy for
“Eleanor and Franklin."
Aug. 22;
NOVEMBER:
• O.D.B., 35. The rap
per (real name: Russell
Jones) whose unique
thymes arid, wild lifestyle
mridC him one of the most
vivid characters in hiphop. Nov. 13. Death ruled
accident; from combined
effect of cocaine, prescrip
tion painkiller.

was known as the "-Minis
ter of Defense," White
played 15 seasons with
Philadelphia, Green Bay
and Carolina. He retired
after the 2000 season as the
NFL's career sacks leader
with 198. The mark has
since been passed by Bruce
Smith.

A member of the NFL's
75th anniversary team,
White was elected to the
Pro Bowl a record 13
straight times from 198698. He was the NFL's
Defensive Player of the
Year in 1987 and 1998.
He retired - for the third
time - from the Panthers at

the age of 39.
White worked tireless
ly in the offseason with
inner-city youths. But his
image was tarnished when
he gave a speech in which
he denounced homosexual
ity and used ethnic stereo
types. White later apolo
gized.

Since then, both parties
appear tq haye resolved
differences and agreed to
work together oh the proj
ect, with the MIA leading

DECEMBER:
• “Son" Seals, 62.
Singer and guitarist who
electrified the Chicago
blues scene. Dec. 20.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Rwanda
from front page
corroborated in a separate
interview with the AP.
The movie has a few
scenes where it appears
Rusesabagina is going to
be killed. Rwanda’s Hutu
extremists were massacring
Tutsis (and moderate Hu
tus), and they were livid
that he was Sheltering peo
ple they wanted to slaugh
ter. (In-100 days, hundreds
of thousands were slain.)
In one instance he
escaped simply by pointing
soldiers who asked about
the hotel manager's where
abouts in one direction
while walking in another.
In other instances, he fina
gles his way out of death
by buying off soldiers with
jewels or a general with
Cohibas and single-malt
scotch.
The movie depicts
Rusesabagina as a man
who had no intention of
becoming a modem Afri
can version of Oskar
Schindler. Early bn, he tells
wife Tatiana (played by
Sophie Okonedo) who
wants to help someone:
“He's nbt family. Family is
all that matters."
As the nationwide mur
derous rage spirals out of
control,
Rusesabagina
transforms. By the end, the
innkeeper's attitude is:
“There's always room."
For
that
reason,
Cheadle thinks the movie is
“ultimately uplifting."
“It's a love story in the
middle of a thriller, to put it
in moyie terms," he says,
hoping that people don't
just look at it as a movie
about mass murder and go:

Actor Don Cheadle, who also currently stars in
"Ocean’s 12," portrays Rusesabagina in "Hotel
Rwanda."
‘“Oh, God, this is going to
be a downer ...' I hope
everyone who does a report
about this movie reports
that it's not ... it's not a
bloodfest."
It's so relatively un
bloody that some critics
have complained that
“Hotel Rwanda," which is
up for a best dramatic film
Golden Globe, downplays
the colossal carnage.
Director/screenwriter
Terry George has an an
swer for that: “Documen
tary is sort of the wine of
storytelling, and nonfiction
feature film is the brandy,
is the distillation of those
events into something that's
potent."
The Rwandan strife in
1994 made the briefs pack
ages in newspapers or got
short mention at the end of
newscasts. (A Time maga
zine cover story and a

front-page Los Angeles
Times article were notable
exceptions.)
Where it happened and
to whom - in other words,
blacks in Africa - is offered
as the biggest reason.
“I don't think there's
any question," Cheadle
says, addressing the issue
of race. “I mean, if ii was
Whites.,,, there would haye
been much more of a drive"
to do something.
George; who directed
the 1996; feature “Some
Mother’s Son" and co
wrote the Jim Sheridan
films “In the Name of the
Father" and “The Boxer,"
agrees;
“For me, there's, a sub
liminal, subconscious ra
cism that we have in the
West that does not equate
the value of African life
With a Western life," he
says.

And you can even
quantify it, he maintains.
The death of 18 U.S. sol
diers were more important
than nearly a million
Africans, he says, alluding
to how the United States
has been reluctant to send a
peace mission to Africa
ever since 1993, when 18
American troops were
killed by Somali fighters.
Intervention
would
have been easy, he avers,
saying the "raggle-taggle
army" wielding nothing
more than clubs, machetes
and knives cOuld have been
routed.
President Clinton arid
the United Nations subse
quently apologized for fail
ing to intervene. And Ro
meo Dallaire, the Canadian
general whose U.N. peace
keepers had to stand by
helplessly as events un
folded, went into a suicidal
depression. (A composite
character based on Dailliare is played by Nick
Nolte, in a smartly subdued
supporting performance.)
Rwanda - a landlocked
former Belgian colony With
8 million people - has kept
a relative peace, though
internally the Hutus and the
Tutsis remain wary of each
other and externally the
country continues to clash
with neighboring Congo.
Rusesabagina has his
doubts about just how real
and lasting the peace is.
“There is no better
place to live than Rwanda,"
he says. “That is my
home,"
He visited last year.
But will he live there
again? “I'm not really in a
hurry."

Red Cross: Tsunami Toll Could Top
100,000 ---------------------------------------------

Kusol Wetchakul offers prayers for the soul of his
sister Wednesday, Dec. 29, at dawn along the beach
near Khao Lak, Thailand. Wetchakul's sister was
swept out to sea and believed drowned as she sold
goods to tourists on the popular tourist beach just
north of Phuket. Thailand continues to struggle with
the massive disaster as more than 1,500 have been
killed by the tsunami wave that struck last Sunday.

The body of a tsunami victim is carried through the
rubble in Nam Khem village in Thailand.
AP Photo

AP Photo/David Longstreath

based on figures provided
by each affected country, is
around 68,800, said the
federation's

Operations

Support chief, Peter Rees.
As

of

Wednesday,

more than 32,500 are re
ported dead in Indonesia;
22,000

in

Sri

Lanka;

12,500 in India; and 1,538
in Thailand, Rees said. A
total of 285 are reported
dead in Bangladesh, Ken
ya, Malaysia, the Maldives,
Myanmar, the Seychelles)
Pyres of victims who were killed by tidal waves burn on the beach at Alappad, in
the southern Indian state of Kerala, Wednesday, Dec. 29. More than 55,000 peo
ple have been killed across south and southeast Asia following a massive earth
quake close to Indonesia on Sunday, which triggered devastating tsunamis.
AP Photo/Str

GENEVA - The inter

eration of Red Cross and

more than 100,000.

toll from this week's earth
quake and tsunamis in the

of unprecedented propor
tion in riature," said Simon
Missiri, Asia Pacific chief

Red Crescent Societies.
The agency said its
current estimate is 77,000;
but it fears , that could rise.

Iridian Ocean could rise to

at the International Fed-

The official death toll,

national Red Cross said
Wednesday that the death

"We're facing a disaster

Somalia and Tanzania, he
said.
An Associated Press
count based on official
reports from the 12 affect
ed nations put the toll at
67,700 - with the main dif
ferences from the Red
Cross coming from India
and Indonesia.
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Atlanta, Ga.; two sisters,
son, Cleve (Leona) Wil
Corrine Jones, Newark, N.J.,
liams, Largo; one daughter,
and Ernestine Pace, Alamo,
Glenda Feazell Williams,
Ga.; five grandchildren; and
Largo; one sister, Lurerie
several

nieces,

nephews,
Barnes, Greenwood; five

HUDSON, VENNAIL

other relatives and friends.

LEE, SR., 66, died Decem

Smith Funeral Home, St.

grandchildren, Derek (Gil
len)
ber 15, 2004. Survivors in

Feazell,

Seminole,

WHEN LIFE
KNOCKS YOU TO
YOUR KNEES,
YOU’RE IN THE
PERFECT POSI
TION TO PRAY!

Petersburg.
Antwaun (LaChelle) Bos

clude two sons, Larry Studill

WILLIAMS, DOLLIE

Hudson, Ocala, and Vennail

D., 76, died December 13,

Lee Hudson, Jr., Dallas,

2004. Survivors include One

well, Ft. Wachula, Ariz.,
Brent

Flowers,

•Williams

Jermaine

Open in St. Pete

and Javis Wil-

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME
SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE
Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and

gp
gfr

Petersburg;

Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans

“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours”

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Serenity Memorial
Funeral Home, Inc.
"One Funeral Home
in Two Locations

Elder L.
Lavelle
Thomas,
Sr.
Founder/
Executive
Director
Available
24 Hours

Serenity South
3301 - 5th Ave, S.
SL Petersburg, EL 33712
Phone: (727) 322-1670
Fax: (727) 322-1680
Serenity North
823 N.E. 5th SL (Hwy. 44)
P.O. Box 1334-34423
Crystal River, FL
Phone: (352) 564-1408
Fas: (352) 564-1401
“The Community’s Lighthouse
in the Tune of Distress"

Pastor
Daniel B.
Savage HI
Executive
Vice
President
Toll Free
North
1-866-890-1400
South
1-866-309-8297

Are You a Veteran? Then, This is For You!

■

We are offering

FREE CASKETS
for Veterans, their Spouses and
lmmediate Family Members

This is not an offer of the Veteran’s Administration.
This offer is good at Serenity Memorial Funeral Home, Inc.

Willie See Washipgtop
fetttetanty t, J 942
Deeply Loved and Missed by your hus
band, Donnell, daughters, Donna and
Sabrina, son, Donnell, Jr., and
Lothairo, Mother, sisters and grandkids

"It's all taken care of"
These Were the Words that
brought calm to me When my
family member passed aWay.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only Was
the funeral paid for - it Was
at prices that Were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
sayings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and Won't be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
hoW you can guarantee the future price at today's cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
"Happy New Year Trust God in 2005. "
Greetings in the name
of our Lord and Savior,

ed in the past as we look to

Lord. The Male Chorus

God for guidance into the
future.

will

minister

in

St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church-------

Watch Night Service at New
Philadelphia---------------------------

song

St. Mark Missionary

The Rev. Wayne Thompson

throughout the day. Pastor

Baptist Church, under the

and the First Institutional

leadership of its pastor, the

Baptist Church; The Rev.

Williams will proclaim the

Jesus Christ. As we thank

Pastor Clarence A.
Williams and the Mt. Zion

Word of God. Never forget

God for the past year and

Rev. Brian K. Brown, its

John

church family cordially

embark on another year, let

official staff and all of its

Friendship M.B. Church;

invite you to attend wor

God is the beginning and
the end, our Alpha and
Omega!

members, extends to the

and The Rev. John Sykes

entire

best

and the Mt. Olive M.B.

wishes for a joyous and

Church family. The com

Christ-filled holiday sea

munity at large is invited to

son. St. Mark is grounded

join us in this spirit-filled

in a Christ-centered doc

affair as we usher in the

trine that has as its central
mission a philosophy of

New Year in God’s pres
ence.

us be mindful of the many,
many blessings God has
bestowed upon us and
praise God for His wonder
ful grace and mercy unto
all. Bring in the new with
God.
Mt. Zion will end the

ship services with us at 919
- 20th St. S. this Sunday or

Other ministries in

just at any time during the
month.

clude:

Join us at 7:30 a.m. for
our early morning service

TIVITIES

as we give praise and

• ALL WEEKLY AC
SUSPEND

ED... ENJOY
FAMILY !!!

YOUR

community

Evans

and

the

Upcoming events:

hope, help and healing for

old and bring in the new

thanksgiving for the won
ders of God and the pres

First Sunday commun

• Friday, Dec. 31 -

those seeking salvation and

ion meditation moments

during our "watch night

ence of the Holy Spirit

Watch Night Service at

guidance in their spiritual

will be rendered by Minis

service", to be held Friday,

leading and guiding our
hearts, mind and soul into

10:30 p.m.

journey.

ter Anthony Miffin on Jan.

Dec. 31 at 10:30 p.m.
Make plans to join us for a

true worship. Followed by

home? We extend an invi

Youth’s Annual Christmas

high time in the Lord.

Church School 9:30 a.m.,

tation to you to join us! We

Come and bring the family

we encourage you to join

as a church share the love

Extravaganza,
entitled
"Arise, Shine; Your Light

as we come together to

us as we collectively leam

of God, and the holy spirit

Has Come," was presented

thank God for all that He

more of the Word of God
together.

reigns. We’d love to have
you!

on Dec. 19. The scripture
text for the program was

contemporary

Thought for the week:

Isaiah 60th chapter. The ex

"There is no failure in
God.”

travaganza featured special

Year in with prayer, praise

worship service is at 11
a.m. Join us as we lift high

performances by the Male

and thanksgiving to God

the name of Jesus in song

Be blessed, and have a

Chorus, Special Chorus

a.m.

for all His benefits provid-

and have a good time in the

has done, is doing and will
do in our lives if we only
trust Him. Bring the New

Our

Looking for a church

Jesus-filled week!

The

Children

and

the hours of 9 a.m.-5 p.m.,

to join us on Sunday morn

Vemard

ing to help catch the vision

choir directress, Bobbie

WEEKLY EVENTS:

that our pastor has for New

Tampa. Our dynamic per

• Tuesday - Prayer

Hope in (lie year 2005.

cussionist

Sunday School begins

McKenny

is

and

Marcus

Childs.

Monday through Friday.

Meeting/Bible Study 6:30
p.m.

at 9 a.m. We have a grow

The Bread of Life will

ing Sunday School and

be served by our esteemed

Band 11 a.m.

good teachers.

pastor, the Rev. Carlos L.

WATCH

Parents -

NIGHT

please bring your children

Senior.

and yourselves. We all can

invited to Sunday service

• Dec. 31, 10 p.m.

leam more about the good

but to any of our services,

Please come and help bring

God we know and love.

We do hope to see you at

in the new year with the

New

Missionary

Lord in our lives. He has

tion begins at 10:15 a.m.,

Baptist Church, 2120 -

done great things for us.

with our deacons in charge.

19th St. S.

He is worthy to be praised

Our spirit-filled Devo

You are not only

• Thursday - Prayer

Hope

If you need a ride, the

The Mass Choir will lead

Ministry

SERVICE:

and honored!
We hope to see you

the congregation in Praise

Transportation

and Worship Song Service.

will be glad to pick you up.

there!!!

They are under the guid-

Call the church office at

WANT TO MISS IT!

YOU

DON’T

Nicole Mullen Nominated for
Grammy ——-----------------------------our lives."

NASHVILLE, Tenn. -

following the 10:45 a.m.
worship service.
Watch Night Services
will be held on Friday, Dec.
31 beginning at 9 p.m. The
services, to be held at St.
Mark, will include fellow
ship with the following

meet and discuss various

Bolden. The final candle of
“faith” will consummate

chapters and their rele

called “Watch-Night.” This
year-ending and beginning

this cultural holiday. A

individually and collective

occasion is celebrated only
in the African American

“Soup ‘N Sandwich” re
past will be served in fel

ly. Persons interested in
participating and needing

church.

lowship hall.

transportation should con

friends

Members
will

and

commence

Mid-week Bible Study

worship promptly at 10
p.m.

for forty days into the new

tact the pastor.

year will focus on a book

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
4311, ext. 219.

481-2609.

ministry, we invite the pub

Come and enjoy an eve

The Reading Enhance

Mt. Zion Human Ser

lic to join us in worship and
fellowship during our

ning of worship and praise

ment and Math Improve

vices, Inc. provides after

as we usher in another year,

ment Programs are in need

school training and tutor

weekly worship services

2005.

of volunteers. Help make' a

ing services for youth ages

Speakers will be, "The

difference in the life of a

• Early morning wor

Sons of Zion;" our own

young person. For more

14-18 through the Youth
Opportunity Center. The

ship (first Sunday only), 7

Rev. Louis Murphy, Sr.;

information, please call the

program offers an opportu

Rev. Ellis Hodge, Word of

church at (727) 894-4311,
ext. 808.

nity

which include:

• Sunday School, 9:30

Life Fellowship; Rev. John

• Morning Worship,

Chance, WINGS Fellow
ship; and Rev. Chico Dials,

a.m.

Training

Other weekly services
include Children and Youth

the FCAT, ACT/SAT prep,
earn your high school
diploma, earn your GED,

are

welcome. Contact

and earn an opportunity to

immediately following the

Scoutmaster EUis at (727)

service.

864-3727.
Do you or someone
you know have a drug or

be selected to win a free
computer. For further in

(727) 895-4432 or (727)
865-6787.
The Evangelical Train

and Bible Study (Thurs
days at 7 p.m.).

ing Classes have begun.
Sign up now for Under

alcohol problem? It’s time
to make a change, and we
can help. Call today to
begin your FREE "Confi
dential Recovery," Fridays,

tion, please call (727) 8944311, fax (727) 822-1591
or send an email to mzpm-

Leading and Biblical Be

know is interested in learn
ing about or coping with

ship Missionary Baptist

for you in 2005!! Free

Church prayerfully invite

lunch will be served to the

you to attend worship ser

community

vices with us at 3300 - 31st

need. Wednesday evening

St. S. We also invite you to

Praise and Worship Service

all otehr church-related
functions during the week.

is located at 955 - 20th St
Si, St. Petersburg. The Rev.
Louis M. Murphy, Sr. is

20th St. S. If you, a family

Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church--------Come see what GOD has

George B. Smith, (727)
894-4311, ext. 302.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

pastor. For more informa

member or someone you

liefs. For information and

formation, please contact

7 p.m. at the Kings Kid’s
Academy Building, 950 -

standing People, Effective

Sr., first family and Friend

grades, on-line practice for

the third floor. New scouts

nior Hour of Power Bible
Study (Thursdays at 9:30
a.m.) and Prayer Meeting

Life!!!

your

every Monday at 7 p.m. on

Ministry Meetings (Mon
days at 6 p.m.); Sunday
School Teachers’ Meeting
(Tuesdays at 7 p.m.); Se

Driven

improve

New Life Fellowship.
Breakfast will be available

It’s that time again!
The Band Ministry is re
cruiting Drum Line and
Drill Team nembers. If you
are interested, please call

Purpose

to

Boy Scouts will meet

pastors and sister churches:

Pastor John A. Evans,

vance to life’s purpose

Friday, Dec. 31 at 9 p.m.

was the culmination of

included a dinner for the St.
Mark family immediately

James

by

As part of our ongoing

Catching the vision
Young,

explained

substance abuse, please

• Baptist
Union, 5 p.m.

Tony

serve the cultural-religious-historical
event

contact A.J.‘Murphy, (727)

Children and Youth Minis

Minister

at 7 p.m., participants will

church office, (727) 894-

10:45 a.m.

invites each and every one

ciple of Kwanzaa will be

enrollment, please call the

weeks of rehearsals by the
try. The program capped
what was a full day, which

ven Life.” On Wednesday

together and jointly ob

will be held at Mt. Zion on

Mark. The presentation

(727) 896-5228, between

entitled, “The Purpose-Dri

Watch Night Services

and Gospel Chorus of St.

ance of Minister of Music,

At the conclusion of
worship, the seventh prin

2,2005. Services begin at 7
a.m.

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church ---------------------------- -------—
The New Hope family

Church family of New
Philadelphia will come

bc@gte.net.

Rock of Jesus Missionary
Baptist Church------------------The Rock of Jesus

St. Petersburg. Apostle J.

celebration will culminate

Missionary Baptist Church

L. Cash and praise will

with service on Monday:

cordially invites you to join

provide

night, Jan 24 at 7 p.m. The

in the second anniversary

music. Ticket donations for

special

along with Bible Study

celebration for their pastor,

the banquet will be $22 for

Pastor Jonathan Anderson

being rendered by Pastor

the Rev. Frank W. Peter

adults and $10 for children

and Souls Harvest Fellow

First worship service

John A. Evans, Sr. New les

man, Jr.

12 years and younger.

ship Church of St. Peters

begins at 7:45 a.m. with the

son will be conducted!!!!!

The festivities begin

The anniversary ser

burg. Make your plans to

at

large/in

a

ministry

in

guests

will be

Deacon's Ministry render

Come be blessed and see

with a banquet at 6 p.m. on

vice will be held at 10 a.m.

share in this grand celebra

Best-selling, six-time Dove

Everyday People in

ing devotion, the Voices of

why God wants to see us

Saturday, Jan. 8 at the St.

on Sunday, Jan. 23 at the

tion for a great man of

Award-winning female vo

cludes several songs writ

Friendship singing and the

ARRIVE

Petersburg Women’s Club,

Rock of Jesus

God.

calist and songwriter Ni

ten out of true-life stories

first Sunday and t ushers

2005!!!!!

40 Snell Isle Blvd. N.E.

Church, located at 4201

For more information,

cole C. Mullen recently re

including "Bye Bye Brian

serving. Pastor John A.

We pray everyone had

na," inspired by a blind

The guest spekaer will be

Sixth St. S. The guest

you may contact the church

ceived a Grammy Award

Evans, Sr. will render the

a safe, blessed and prosper

seven-year-old fan who

the Rev. Carlos L. Senior,

speaker for the morning

office at (727) 895-7700.

nomination in the category

message from God unless

ous

recently passed away. "Val-

pastor of New Hope Mis

will be the Rev. Joseph

changes occur. A second

ning!!!!! Watch Night ser

orie" tells a brave story of

service is held at 10:30 a.m.

vices were held at St. Mark

sionary Baptist Church of

Gordon. The anniversary

sy Collins. As one of

courage and hope in the

There are seats available at

Missionary Baptist Church.

record, Everyday People.
The nomination is Mullen's

Christian music's most gift

face of domestic violence,

both services.

Let's remember as we come

ed songwriters ("Redeem

and "Gon' Be Free" re

Sunday School service

up to celebrating the life

second in as many projects.
The project was pro

er," "Call On Jesus," "On

counts the plight of the

begins at 9:30 a.m. with the

My Knees"), Mullen was

Troski slaves - women and

assistant and/or superin

and dream of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. WE

duced by Mullen along

responsible for writing or

young girls enslaved by the

tendent in charge.

WANT to make MARTIN

with her husband, song
writer and producer David

co-writing twelve of the

cultural practice referred to

Tuesday, Jan. 4 - Youth

thirteen songs on the proj

as fetish slavery along the
south eastern coast of

Enrichment Hour and Bible

EVERYONE

Study along with alternate

chance to be GREAT!!!!

Ghana.

Tuesday's choir rehearsal

However, we must first

and usher practice resum
ing.

of "Best Contemporary
Gospel Album" for her lat
est, critically-acclaimed

Rising gospel star Nicole
C. Mullen.

New

has

the

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church----------------------------------------Bethel

Metropolitan

School at 9:30 am and

Baptist Church extends an

Prayer Meeting and Bible

As we culminate our

invitation to jbin us in the

Study on Wednesday at 7

holiday’s celebration, Pas

celebration, cultivation and

and 7:30 p.m., respectively.

tor Houston and the Bethel

communication

of

His

Word. The doors of God’s

will hold Watch Night

ly wish the community the

give all of OURSELVES to

house in the city are open

Service on Friday, Dec. 31

warmest thoughts and best

GOD FIRST and then the

for both 8 and 11 a.m. ser

at 10 p.m. Join us and enter

wishes for a blessed and

Wednesday, Jan. 5 -

greatness with GOD for

vices on Sunday, Sunday

2005 praising our Lord and

prosperous New Year.

Bread of Life and Noon

GOD and of GOD will

project that I care so much

Each of these songs

about has received this

was written in response to

Wright, Drew Ramsey and

kind of recognition," said

the stories of real people

Shannon Sanders, and oth
ers. Additionally, twelve of

Mullen. "These songs were

who have made a lasting

inspired by my fans and the

impact on Mullen as she

Day Bible Study resumes

come!!!!!

the

on

real-life issues and strug

has traveled the world per

with

Everyday People were
mixed by famed mix engi

gles that we face everyday.

forming, and each carries

Reedy rendering the Bible

Even more than that, this

an emotional message of

Study 40 days of Purpose -

neer John Frye and the

project and this collection

Christ's compassion in the

project features a special

of songs is a picture of the

darkest places of life.

guest appearance by Boot

hope that Jesus brings to

Minister

Blanche

Be blessed and seek
God first always!!!!!

PRAYER HELPAI

Bethel

Savior Jesus Christ.

Metropobtan church fami

such mainstream luminar
ies as James "Big Jim"

tracks

begin

Baptist

Metropolitan

ect.

thirteen

Year

in

PROUD OF US ALL!!!!!

Mullen, and also features
the production talents of

"I'm honored that a

ALIVE

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU
TO YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE
IN THE PERFECT
POSITION TO PRAY!

t
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Sound Bites: John Legend

Learn the Meaning Of Kwanzaa

with bitter sarcasm.

into victory. Faith is the

bv Bishop Bernard Jordan

A

doubtful

tension

Kwanzaa was first cel

substance of things hoped

ebrated in 1966 and it was

for and the evidence of

keeps things interesting

a series of principles that

things not seen.

through "I Can Change"

bring about awareness to

Kwanzaa is the first

mankind about unity and

fruit. Its focus is on tradi

pledges to "lay down the

cooperative living. This

tional African values of

pimpin' and step my love

was primarily created for

family, community, respon

game up"), as well as

African Americans to come

sibility, commerce and self-

"Ordinary People," a musi

into

consciousness,

improvement. It is not

which reaffirms and re

political nor is it religious.

stores African American

It is created as a ritual for

Culture and to introduce

the harvest time. All early

values for living.

civilization recognized a

a

ty as a whole, values are

its weakest community.

nomics is a principle need

the things that govern the

Kujichagulia means

ed in a community so one

life of a community. Laws

self-determination. This is

can maintain stores, shops,

are based more on morals

a principle that helps one to

other businesses and profit

and beliefs so here we are

define oneself. If you can

from them together.

going to look at some prin

not name yourself then you

Nia means purpose. A

ciples that seem to be an 'are still a child, which
exodus out of a dilemma means you are given an
for a community, which allowance instead of deter

person without a purpose is

appears to be in crises.

mining your income. You

vocation of building and

introduce

still don’t have the ability

developing

principles,

to create for yourself and,

When you are not in the

speak for yourself. Until

center of your purpose you

seven

basic

which are:
Umoja

you come of age mentally

• Kujichagulia

to speak for yourself other

you make a collective
community.

will find that you are now
centered

in

weakness.

• Ujima

people are defining you

Understanding this we dis

• Ujama

and this will always keep

cover that weak people

• Nia

you as a victim in life.

make you weak. When you

• Kuumba

Ujima means collec

find your purpose you will

• Imani

tive work and responsibili

restore our people to their

Ujoma means to strive

ty. This principle helps you

traditional greatness.

and maintain unity in the

to build and maintain com

Kuumba means cre

family

and

munity together. Here is

ativity. Either you are a cre

race. When you have a

where you make your

ator or a creature. Creators

community that does not

brothers and sisters prob

think creatures move by

have unity you will find

lems our problems and

instinct.

that there is no community.
For the word community
should represent Common

together solve them. This is
where you work as a team.

there must be a body of
thinkers that can come up

This word T-E-A-M: could

with ideas to make some

- Unity. Looking at the

be looked at as an acronym

thing or someone more

community

In

community

community it is important

Together Each Achieving

beautiful and beneficial

to understand what builds a

Mastery.

than the way you have

Ujamaa means coop

Strong Man produces a

erative economic. Without

Strong Family, a Strong

economics you are a slave.

This is where we under

Family produces a Strong

You cannot have liberation

stand that we become

Church

without

Some

aware of our teachers, lead

Church will build a Strong

would say money is not

ers, parents the very root of

Community and finally a

everything but we know

our existence. The very

Strong Community will

that freedom is everything

principles that are taught

build a Strong Nation. A

and money buys you free

by our mentor are designed

nation is only as strong as

dom.

to bring us from struggle

a

ships.
"Get

Strong

wealth.

Cooperative Eco

inherited it.
Imani means

faith.

Dogg

of relation
Lifted"

bogs

down near the end, as
Legend sheds the irony and

vest, which was given to

builds songs around cliches

them for the year. It would
which

like the weather metaphor

would particularly sustain

on "Refuge (When It's Cold

be

the

harvest,

Kwanzaa created the last
week of the year from
December 26 - January 1. It

Outside)." He even pur

John Legend
beat while piano flourishes

per Kanye West.

by Ryan Pearson

The throwback .soul-

The Associated Press

accent boastful yet smooth

The piano goes street,

man's classic voice, ear for

lyrics:

falls in love, then finds reli

melody and elegant singing

rules, gonna change the

gion again. And that's just

style complement West,

game."

on the first song of John

who discovered Legend,

Yes, the Ohio native

Legend's debut album, "Get

put him on hooks for rap

seems to have inherited

Lifted."

artists like Dilated Peoples

some of West's arrogance,

his

and Talib Kweli, and pro

but he's also got the wit. He

and truth shall make you

skills on the keys and back

duces four of the CD's 13

promises

free. You are only as free as

ground as a church choir

songs.

"Number One" despite his

the truth that you know and

director to blend R&B,

understand.

does not in any way take
anything away from Christ
mas, which is the birth of
Christ. If anything it high
lights the principles that
Jesus teaches us. He shares
you shall know the truth

Legend

applies

"I'ma break the

a lover she's

cheating alongside a catchy

gospel and hip-hop sensi

opens the album and intro

Curtis Mayfield sample and

The Kwanzaa celebra

bilities in a perfect match

duces the innovative sound.

hilarious rap from West.

tion is a time when they

with red-hot producer-rap

A plucked bass propels the

"Used To Love U" drips

"Let's

Get

ports to be "walking on
cloud nine" (twice!) on the
too-conventional

"So

High."
Overall, though, this

Lifted"

debut

on

Sony

Music/Columbia

Urban
is

an

engaging journey into the
fresh realm of thoughtful
soul that artists like Alicia
Keys have advanced in
recent years.
Let

the

new-school

piano man lead on.

light a series of candles.
The candles are red, black
and green. The seven can

EXERCISE DAILY - WALK WITH THE LORD!

dles symbolize the seven
basic values of African
American life. Part of the
holiday is spent in teaching
children about their her
itage and paying' tribute to
the past.
When individuals start
to discover what makes

community. You see a

and

complexity

them for the winter season.

lost in life. Here is where

Snoop

cally simple ode to the

higher power for the har

When we look at socie

Kwanzaa

(where

wealth they will remain
enslaved to systems of
ignorance that exist in their
own minds. I believe the
principles of unity plus
economics will bring liber
ation to mankind.

Visit Your House
of Worship Yl}is
Week apd f*ray
for ‘Peace this
Coipipg Year!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
GOOD
SAMARITAN
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Genesis Worship Center Church
1818 29th Avenue No., St. Petersburg 33713
(727) 898-5571 • Fax: (727) 898-5581 - gwcc@email.com
Sunday School
Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

•10:00am
•11:30am
•7:00pm
•7:00pm

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &
Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,
Cheerleading, etc.
Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler

Real Love, Real People...
A. Church That MLakes A. Difference!

1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.
Sunday School..................................... 8:00 a.m.
Worship Service...................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, PrayerMeeting . .6:30-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study ......... 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Pillar and the Ground Of Truth
930 - 18th Street South • St.
Petersburg, FL 33712
(Near Tropicana Field)

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogresslve.org

James W. PaschaI
Pastor

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

(Adult and Youth)

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Scheduled Services:

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Early Morning
8:00 am
Senior Pastor
Church School
9:45 am
Mid-Moming
11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study
7:00 pm

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL

^Zion

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.

Saiijt Johri Primitive Baptist Church

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

Fridays - 8:00pm
Sabbath Day (Saturdays)
Prayer - 10:00am
Sabbath School - 10:30am •
Afternoon Worship - 2:00pm
Come expecting a miracle!

For more information, call 727-550-2521
Home Phone: (727) 866-0643
email: jpaschal@verizon.net

Church
"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Church School.....................9:00 A.M.
New Member Class ....... 9:00 A.M.
Rev. Roosevelt Hardy Morning Worship .
............ 10:30 A.M.
Pastor
Prayer / Bible Study . Tuesday 7:00 P.M.
Youth Bible Study .. Thursday 6:00 P.M.

RELIGIOUS NEWS continues
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BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Sunday Worship Services

8:00 am • 11:00 am

Sunday School

9:30 am

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)

7:00 pm

Bible Study

7:30 pm

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L, Houston

VISIT YOUR
HOUSE OF
WORSHIP THIS
WEEK, WHERE
THE “SON”
ALWAYS
SHINES!

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church
——|

Early Morning Worship .................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ............................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .........................................11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ...................................6:00 p.m.
Sf/Jhaj
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study .................... 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Prayer Service .........................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams, Mid-Week Service ......................7:00 p.m.
Pastor
All Male Bible Study, Thursday ...........6:30 p.m.
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
3940 - 18th Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin ....................... Associate Pastor
Finance Ministry . . ■.......................... ....... James Robinson
Children G Youth Ministry ,................... ......... Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry......................................................................................Wyvonnia McGee
"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S.
St. Pete, FL 33712

Pentecostal feipple Church of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Sunday

9:00 a m.

Sunday School

11:00 a.m.

Community Bible Study

Tuesday

7:30 p.m.

Prayer & Bible Study

Wednesday

7:30 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer

Saturday

5:45 aim.

working togetherfor the upbuilding of (Jod's kingdom”

Macedonia

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

Freewill

Baptist Church

Missionary Baptist
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

C

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Moming 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.
The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Queen Street
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Pastor John A. Evans
Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study , and rf
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................... . .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.....................10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union
................. 5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday ......... 9:30 a m. & 7 p.m.

"One

A ‘Woman After
Qod’s

Spirituady Connected

Own (heart...

Cadfor Prayers dr
‘Testimonies

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

Each Month after Morning Service

-

“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class ....... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ........10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ........7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ..........5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class .......7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class.......... 7:00 p.m.

All Worship Services are held at:
4201 Sixth Street South • St. Petersburg, Florida
Mailing Address: KO, Bos 14542 • St. Petersburg. FL 33733-4542
Phone: 727.895.7700

Scheduled Services - Sunday

Communion - Everv First Sunday Bible Study -Tuesday at '6:30 p.m.

Monday

Wednesday

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.

2120 - 19th Street South, St Petersburg, FL 33712

Pastor

Noonday Prayer
5:30-9:30pm
“Inside the Family”

(727) 896-5228

Rev. Inella Paris
Assistant Pastor

- off

8am, 10am Morning Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration
Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer

Church Education Assembly (Church School) - 8:45 a.m.
Praver Time - 9:30 a.rti. Praise & Worship - 9:45 a m.
Worship Service - 10:00 a.m.

Keed.

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Sunday

“A New Beginning In Christ"

fa gdiUt tde

2550 9th Avenue S. •St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship.............................................7:00 a.m.
Sunday School..................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship..................................................... 10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union..............................................4:30 p.m.
Communion........................................7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
k JBifr
Wednesdays..........................................7:30 p.m.

Dominion Worship Ministries

St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

weekjrom church makes one weak. ”

Rev. G. M. Curry

820 20th Street South

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

The church where what God’s word teaches
'
is practiced!

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

YPWW First and Third Sunday of

Sunday School........................................... ................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.....................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer......................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study .................7:30 p.m.

(727) 906-8300

Ordained Missionary
Johnnie Mae Noward
Cad: 727895-5239

Church Os God In Christ

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

207 - 10th Street North • SL Petersburg, FL 33705

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Pastor (727) 895-2119

10th Street Church Of God

Friendship

r

U

Thursday

ptoaad <5* Madia? <taad....

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry
Sunday Services:

Church School........................... 9am

first

Baptist

INSTITUTIONAL church

323-751 8

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

Sunday

school — 9:30 a.m.

THE

First BapTist FamiLY

DOMINION WORSH1P MINISTRIES

4016 - 12th Avenue South

Monday. Wednesday, Saturday

St. Petersburg, FL 33711

6am Prayer

727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

hiesday Services:

Prayer Service......................6:30pm
Bible Study............................... 7pm

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

Your Church Ad Could Be

Join us as we (ift up the. name ofJesus

Here Working Bor You!
Email Your Ad to:

PRAYER HELPS!

smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

ORNING WORSHIP “ 11:00 A.M.
COME WORSHIP WITH

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

Praise & Worship Service....10:30am

3144 THIRD AVENUE SOUTH
ST. PETERSBURG, FL
PHONE:

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

"Doingjustice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

a

3300 -31st Street South

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

L

(727) 898-9407

Elder: Tony Smith

B

Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
Home of Operation Attack

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the.
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

M
W

Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am
Sunday Choir - 9:30am

9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship

cfturcfi

(813) 327-0593

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22nd Avenue South — St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor
Morning Glory

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org
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WOMAN’S WORLD
Growing Numbers Of Black Women
Infected With HIV----------------------------by Billy Watkins
The Clarion-Ledger
JACKSON, Miss. (AP)
- Mildred McDonald was
getting her annual physical
in 1995 when the nurse
asked whether she would
like to be tested for HIV.
McDonald laughed.
“I was in a relationship
with a man I loved dearly,"
McDonald recalls. “I was
like, ‘Lady, please, you
must be joking ... but, sure,
come on with it.'"
McDonald, 30 at the
time, was working the
switchboard for a Jackson
cleaners when someone
from the state Department
of Health called and told
her she had tested positive
for the virus that causes
AIDS. She thought it was
one of her friends pulling a
prank.
“But then the person
said, ‘Would you believe
me if I read you your
Social Security number?
428 ...'" McDonald says,
the memory glazing her
eyes. “When I heard those
numbers, my world shat
tered. I was in a committed
relationship. How could
this happen to me?"
McDonald's partner,
who eventually died from
the disease, unknowingly
passed it to her.
McDonald is one of a
growing number of African
American women who
have been infected with
HIV. About 50 percent of
those with HIV will devel
op AIDS within 10 years.
Recent statistics reveal
black women represent
almost 70 percent of new
HIV cases in the United
States each year. In Missis
sippi, black women repre
sent about 25 percent of the
new HIV cases, health offi
cials said.
As of Dec. 1, 2003,
Mississippi had 7,387 resi
dents living with HIV. Of
those, 1,072 are males and
2,314 are female. Another

4,001 of those are consid
ered transgender.
Many Americans are
oblivious to the problem.
Vice President Dick Che
ney said during an October
debate he was “not aware"
of the toll AIDS is taking
on black American women.
“Believe me, if I got it,
nobody’s safe," says Mc
Donald, who has a teenage
daughter. “People want to
label folks with HIV as
nasty. If you tell them you
got it from your mate,'they
don't want to hear that.
“It's either you were
out on the street, sleeping
with five or six men a
night, or you were doing
(intravenous) drugs. The
truth is too boring, or it hits
a little too close to home.
“HIV touches every
body's world. The only way
it doesn't is if you don't
have sex - period," she said.
Betty Jordan, 53, was hav
ing what she thought was a
monogamous relationship
in 1991 with “a man I had
been seeing for quite a
while."
What she didn't know
was that her partner was
having sex with men.
That's how he got the dis
ease, then gave it to her.
Men who have sex
with men and women are
on the “down low," a term
used by many African
Americans. Research has
shown that black males
who are in a serious rela
tionship or married are far
more reluctant than white
males to openly admit they
are gay or bisexual. That
puts black women more at
risk.
“Black men don't see it
as being gay or whatever they just see it as kickin' it
with the boys," says Jordan,
a Hattiesburg resident who
is divorced and has three
grown children and eight
grandchildren.
“I had no inclination
that my mate was (bisexu-

al). Women say they can ald says. “She said, ‘I just
found out I'm HIV posi
tell, but they can't."
Looking back, she tive.' I said, ‘So am I. Now
remembers her partner's dry them tears and let's
unwillingness to use a con start learning to cope.' She
dom. She didn't push the was shocked to find out I
had it.
issue.
“People think if you've
“Some men feel chal
lenged when you ask them got HIV, you're some ol'
about using a condom," broke down somebody, not
Jordan says. "Plus, men able to work. I've got a
say (sex) doesn't feel as 401K and I'm saving for
good. I wonder if they the future. I'm a God-fear
ing woman who is enjoying
think death feels better?" ,
McDonald says she has life with my husband and
known several black men daughter."
While no cure has been
who "died rather than
admit they were HTV posi found, medication can pro
tive and get on the medi long the lives of those
cine ... the stigma of being infected. McDonald takes
gay or of having AIDS was nine pills and two shots a
too much for them. That's day. The medicine is paid
for through the state Health
crazy."
Marilyn
Moering, Department's AIDS Drug
executive
director of Assistance Program.
The program, which
Building Bridges, a support
and educational agency in serves about 1,100 MissisJackson for those affected sippians, helps indigent
by sexually transmitted dis people afford the costly
eases, says: “I think it drugs used to fight HIV.
comes down to too much Those eligible don't have
trust. As a whole, African- private insurance, are not
American women don't ask eligible for Medicaid or
our partners a lot of ques Veterans Affairs benefits
and make less than about
tions.
“In our culture, sex is $34,000 yearly.
“Most people don't
sort of a forbidden subject
understand
the difference
... one of those things that
we don't feel comfortable in HIV and AIDS," says
talking to our partners McDonald, sitting at a ta,ble
about. That has to change." inside a Jackson conven
Jordan, who is on disability ience store. “Let's say this
and has most of her health room is full of water. If a
bills paid by Medicaid, person has full-blown
doesn't date anymore. "I've AIDS, the water is all the
chosen not to put anyone way up to the ceiling. My
medication keeps the water
else at risk," she says.
McDonald,
mean at floor level.
“But now, (the medi
while, married about a year
ago. She found her husband cine) has made my body do
a 'whoa-whoa.' My breasts
in an HTV support group.
have enlarged several sizes.
He, too, has the virus.
She works two jobs - as My stomach has enlarged a cashier at Home Depot I used to never have a
and as a patient services stomach. And it's stripped
coordinator at the Univer me of my butt. But it's
sity of Mississippi Medical either take the medicine
and deal with it, or die. I
Center.
“At UMC one day, this weighed my options."
woman was crying and
screaming and I asked her
what was wrong," McDon-

Woman Who ‘Lost’ Lottery Ticket
Boxing----------------------------------------- —
by Joe Milicia
Associated Press Writer
CLEVELAND - Ever
since she claimed to lose
that winning lottery ticket,
Elecia Battle's reputation
has been on the ropes.
Still struggling with
disgrace a year after insist
ing that Mega Millions
jackpot was rightfully hers,
Battle says she's had a hard
time landing a job.
Now she'll be looking to
land jabs - in her new
career as a boxer.
Her ring name? "Mega
Battle."
The 41-year-old said
she's been training for
seven months and will be

The talented ladies of Destiny’s Child
NEW YORK - Des
tiny’s Child, the world’s
best-selling female pop
vocal group will perform as
a headliner during the 2005
Essence Music Festival.
Beyonce, Kelly and Mi
chelle, known for their
chart-topping hits such as:
“Lose My Breath,” “Sur
vivor” and “Bootylicious,”
will wow the crowd with an

electrifying concert per
formance on Saturday, July
2. More than 40 other stel
lar artists will be an
nounced in coming weeks.
The Essence Music Festi
val, set for July 1, 2 and 3
in New Orleans, will be
one of the highlights of a
year-long celebration of
Essence magazine’s 35th
birthday next year.

stages within the Louisiana
Superdome.
Special discount ticket
packages are available until
Jan. 31, 2005. Festivalgoers will receive a ten per
cent markdown to evening
concerts when purchasing
ticket packages at the $45
and $55 price level. The
package consists of three
tickets, one for each night
of the concerts. Tickets are
also available at $35, $60,
$75 and a very limited
number in the Gold Circle
section at $125. Tickets are
subject to additional ser
vice charges. Festivalgoers
can visit ticketmaster.coih
or call (800) 488-5252,
(504) 522-5555 (New
Orleans) or (225) 761-8400
(Baton Rouge).
For travel information,
log on to essencemusicfestival.com or see the
January 2005 issue of
Essence.

AP Photo/Tony Dejak

ready to make her debut
next month.
was

Battle said she's always

Athletic Commission. "For

old out. I'm in great shape,"

known that the winner

been athletic and practiced

anybody, it requires train

she said.

picked their own numbers,

tae kwon do before decid

ing, stamina, guts, a lot of

rather than let a computer

ing to give boxing a go.
She trains with Romeo

things."
Battle says she has no

Conner, who has taught

regrets about her lottery

worker

boxers for 20 years. He

claim. But she became tear

The mother of four

Rebecca Jemison, claimed

said he's never talked to her

ful talking about her two

grabbed national headlines

the prize, Battle had some

about the Mega Millions

youngest children, ages 14

by saying she lost the tick

explaining to do.

fiasco. He said he believes

and 15, and the teasing they

in Battle because of her

suffered because of her.

"I can knock a 20-year-

And she still insists
that she thought she bought

plausible.

$162 million.

And

it

do it.

the winning ticket worth

But after the real win
ner,

hospital

et for the Dec. 30, 2003,

She tearfully apolo

drawing when she dropped

gized, saying "I wanted to

"All I can remember is

dedication to training.

win so bad for my kids and

"If she was pretending,

I thought the ticket was

my family." She was con

I would have known by

mine," she said. "I did pur

now,"

The night the story

victed in April of filing a
false police report, a misde

chase a ticket. I haven't
changed my story. I'm not

broke, people with flash
lights braved frigid temper
atures looking for the ticket

meanor, put on one year's
probation and paid a
$1,000 fine, and $5,596.71

extremely hard and she
keeps coming back the next
day. You can't do nothing

in the parking lot and near
by bushes, all wanting to

in restitution.
Battle said since then

but take her serious."
The lottery scandal

claim the jackpot for them

she's struggled to find

didn't get in the way of her

show a ticket for Friday's

selves.

getting

$25 million drawing — for

Police said they had no

work.
"It's been complicated

reason to believe Battle

getting a job. 'Aren't you

"The women who do

But if she does win some

was lying; her description

that lady ...?' I can't go any

fight put on a great show.

day, Battle said she would

of picking the winning

where

people

They're very competitive,"

n't try to claim it. She'd let

numbers based on family

knowing who I am," she

her 22-year-old son do it.

birthdays and ages seemed

said.

said Bernie Profato, execu
tive director of the Ohio

her purse outside a conven
ience store in suburban
South Euclid.

ARRIVE
ALIVE
IN 2005

Destiny’s Child To Headline 2005 ‘Essence’
Music Festival —------------------------------------------Also newly added to the
lineup is Maze featuring
Frankie Beverly, a group of
veteran R&B performers
who have helped to close
the festival over the last 10
years.
The Essence Music
Festival, known as "the
party with a purpose,' is the
nation’s largest annual
African American event
and gathering of musical
talent in the world. The
Festival has become a des
tination of choice for fami
lies and friends as they
schedule their reunions.
This multigenerational Fes
tival offers free Empower
ment Seminars during the
day, and exciting perform
ances at night where
Festivalgoers can dance
and sing along with the
biggest names in entertain
ment - rhythm and blues,
classic soul, hip-hop, neo
soul and jazz—all on five

Elecia Battle poses in the gym Wednesday, Dec. 15, in Cleveland. Almost a year
after she gained instant fame by claiming she lost a winning Mega Millions ticket
worth $162 million, Battle said it's hard for her to hold down a job. So she's tak
ing a different career path, as a boxer.

The Festival is spon
sored by The City of New
Orleans. Additional spon
sors will be announced at a
later date.
The Essence Music
Festival is produced by
Essence Festivals, LLC., in
association with Festival
Productions of New Or
leans. Essence Festivals,
LLC., is a division of Es
sence
Communications
Partners (ECP). ECP is also
the publisher of Essence
and Suede magazines.
Essence, which after 34
years, continues to be the
preeminent lifestyle maga
zine of African American
women. Suede, which
launched in September
2004, is a fashion and
beauty magazine inspired
by young, multicultural,
urban fashionistas - and the
edge they bring.

without'

Conner said.

deliberately

a

make

state

"I

stuff

boxing

license, either.

going to change it."
Meanwhile, Battle is
holding on to her Mega
Millions dreams. She
opened up her purse to

which there was no winner.

2-1-1 Needs Resource
Volunteers
Interested in computers and helping others in need? Sign up
to be a 2-1-1 Resource Volunteer!
2-1-1 is seeking volunteers to commit to volunteering 2
hours per Week, assign staff stay connected With over 1,400
health and human service agencies and programs in Pinellas
and Hernando counties.
For more information about the 2-1-1- Resource Volunteer
program, contact Micki Thompson, 2-1-1 Program Manager
at (727) 562-1531 or e-mail her at micki@211tampabay.org.
For more information about 2-1-1- Tampa Bay Cares, visit
WWW.21ltampabay.org.
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
FAMILY STRESS

'

Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.
“When You Need Quality
Craftsmanship ”

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work (727)

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#ER.13O12312

P

LOTTO

CA$H 3
870 164 522
467
527 968 239,

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157

SHSiasaOr

The Hospice

AD DEADLINE IS
4 P.M. MONDAY

PICK OF THE
WEEK!
?-12-20
31-35-43

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life*HeaIth*DentaI*Vision
DisabiIityCommerciaI
Liability •& Bonds Also

$2.99 per min.
Must be 1.8 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438
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433-1349

MEET
YOUR
MATCH

Caring for PineHas County,
Florida since 1977

A Unique Profession!!
Hands-on care of the
terminaIly ill.
Accepting Applications

RNs, LPNs
(FL License Required)

&HHA7CNAS

PLEASE EMAIL ALL ADS TO:
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

Legal Notice

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT IN COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS OF CHAPTER 287.055, LAWS OF FLORIDA,
CONSULTANTS COMPETITIVE NEGOTIATION ACT, AS AMENDED AND THE CITY OF TAMPA'S WOMEN / MINOR
ITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISE PROGRAM
RFQ - STAR2 - The City of Tampa Water Department desires to obtain Professional Consultant Engineering Services to per
form preliminary design, customer sign-up program, and final design for the South Tampa Area Reclaimed (STAR) Project,
Phase II. The STAR Project is a continuing effort by the City of Tampa to conserve Water and maximize the beneficial reuse of
reclaimed Water. The Project consists of providing highly treated reclaimed water from the Howard F. Curran Advanced
Wastewater Treatment Plant to areas of South Tampa for residential and commercial landscape irrigation. Phase I provided
reclaimed water to parts of Davis Islands, Hyde Park, Palma Ceia, Beach Park, Culbreath Isles, Culbreath Bayou and Westshore
business district Phase II consists of extending the service area to additional parts of these neighborhoods and provide service
to areas of Bayshore Beautiful, Ballast Point, New Suburb Beautiful, Virginia Pak, and Parkland Estates. The facilities antici
pated for Phase II include 113 miles of 4-inch through 8-irich distribution pipelines, 14 miles of 12-inch to 24-inch diameter
main, a new high service pump station and storage tanks at the Howard F. Curran Advanced Wastewater Treatment Plant.
The Consultant must have in-depth knowledge and proven nationwide experience ih the planning and design of reclaimed water
systems. In accordance With the Consultants Competitive Negotiations Act, the selected consultant may be retained, at the
City’s option, to perform engineering services during construction.
No further specific information will be available before the deadline for receiving letters of interest. For background informa
tion on the project, refer to: http://www.tampagov.net/dept_water/starproject/index.asp.
Consultants desiring to provide these professional services to the City shall furnish three(3) copies each of a letter of interest,
complete resume of qualifications including GSA Form 330 or 254 & 255, and material that allows evaluation for further con
sideration (short-listing) based upon the following criteria items: Successful Public Wastewater Project Experience (30%);
Experience, Approach and Methodology with Projects of similar Scope and Complexity (30%); Workload and
Availability(15%); Office Location(5%); Past Performance/Low Amount of City Work(10%); Standard Form #330 (or
#254)(5%); Planned W/MBE Participation^%).
RFQ - GIS1 - The City of Tampa desires to obtain Professional Engineering services to accomplish enterprise GIS development
for City Infrastructure including but not limited to Water, Waste Water, and Storm Water Utilities, Transportation, Solid Waste,
Public Works, Facilities and asset management The City is developing an enterprise GIS using ESRI ArcGIS / ArcSDE tech
nology, Autodesk AutoCAD I Munsys technology and ORACLE technology. Services sought may include but are not limited to
GIS needs assessment, GIS data conversion, development of GIS data models specific to utilities infrastructure management and
modeling, develdping business data (like age, material, and diameter of pipe) analyzing engineering data using GIS, IT driven
business process review, GIS integration with maintenance management, and online web mapping application development.
The consultant Will be expected to work with City engineering staff to identify GIS opportunities that increase operational effi
ciency for engineering utility services, to define a GIS implementation project plan, to convert existing paper maps, as-built
drawings and AutoCAD information to the GIS format and to develop Internet I Intranet applications that enable users to access
and analyze GIS maps.:
Firms desiring to provide these services are asked to submit three (3) copies each of a Letter of Interest referring to RFQ GIS1,
Standard for 330 or 254-5, and any supplemental material allowing evaluation for further consideration based on the following
criteria items: Successful completion of similar projects (25%), Engineering GIS experience (15%), qualifications and experi
ence of project team (20%), GIS technology implementation experience (1.0%), work load and availability (10%). Office
Location(5^); Past Performance/Low Amount of City Work(5%); Standard Form #330 (or #254-5X5%);. Planned W/MBE
Participation(5%).
Unless otherwise indicated, no further information is available before the deadline for submission of letters of interest.
Questions may be directed to Jim Greiner, PE., City of Tampa DPW, 306 E. Jackson Street 4N, Tampa, Florida 33602;
Telephone (813) 274-8598, fax (813) 274-8080, or e-mail Jim.Greiner@tampagov.uet.
Any submissions pursuant to-these RFQ’s must be delivered to Steve Daignault, P. E., Chairman, Consultants’ Competitive
Negotiation Committee, City of Tampa - c/o DPW - 4th Floor North', 306 E. Jackson Street, Tampa, Florida 33602, NO LATER
THAN 2 P.M., Thursday, January 27, 2005.
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There Is A
Reason To Read The
Weekly Challenger

Reading instruction is a science .We know that
teachers trained in and equipped with scientifically based
instructional techniques can help ali children leam to become

2-1-1 is Pinellas County's only 24-hour
program that provides information &
referrals on local health/human servic
es, volunteer opportunities, donation
referrals, and crisis intervention/problem-solving counseling for individuals.
Cell phone users must dial (727) 5621542.

Your
VRIES (Afar. 21-April 20) You will need to spend extra time
iorting through your work. Speak of your future goals, intentions,
ind commitments. Your family may be feeling neglected and
inloved. You're in the mood to do things such as competitive
sports, or perhaps a night on the town.
rAURUS (Apr. 21-May 27) Your best efforts will come through
naking changes in your home. Some of your new friends maynot
je that trustworthy. Deception is likely. Don't jump too quickly if
someone tries to make you join in on their crusade.
SEMINI (Afay 22-June 21) You're eager to leam. Promotions
ivill be yours if you have acted professionally in times of crisis,
fou can make new friends by taking part in social events involvng colleagues.’Make changes in your domestic scene.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) You can expect changes in your
financial situation as well as in your status. Balance is required if
>,ou want stability. Romantic opportunities are evident if you get
involved in large groups or organizations. Channel your energy
into projects that will enhance your home.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) Your self esteem will benefit Friends will
ite loyal and caring. Do‘some research if you want to find infor
mation that you can apply against the opposition you face. Your
words will be taken out of context if you're evasive with cowork
ers or employers. Compromising could be on the agenda this
week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) You could find yourself having prob

HOTLINE
NUMBERS
800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)
Family Resources
Counseling:
(727) 384-8336
or (727) 449-8336

quick schemes will not be successful.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22.-Jan. 20) Get together with friends and
do something entertaining but not too expensive. You will have a
problem holding on to your cash this week. Your lack of interest
in your partner is a problem. Be aware of any emotional decep
tion Do not sign legal contracts or documents this week.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) Pleasure trips will be favorable
and bring about romance. You can make changes to your home
that wfll be pleasing to all concerned. You'll have amazing ideas,
but superiors may fry to block your attempts at implementing
them. Be prepared to deal with groups and organizations of
greater magnitude.
„
,.
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) Make a point of working on yourself.
You will be in the mood for entertainment You may find that pur
chases or entertainment could be expensive. Accept the
inevitable, and opportunities for advancement will follow.

to supplying educators and parents with the
information, materials, and support they need
to ensure that proyen instructional approaches
to reading are used in their classrooms.

For more information log on to ni0.gov/lartnershipforreading

FOR MORE INFORMATION LOG ONTO

iiifl.gov/partnershipfors-eading

The l fieekly Challenger
2500 KI. L. King St' S., St, Petersburg, FL 33705
Ph: (727) 822-8996 o Fax: (727) 823-2568

Subscription Cost:
$15,00 - 6 Months

(or)

Address:
Citv/State/Zip:

!

Phone #:

Date Paid:

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?
If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

$30 — Yearly

Name:

New Subscription:___

carefully.
LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) Strengthen your position among your
peers. However, you may not attract the kind of interest you had
in mind. Join a choir or a drama club. You may be considering
moving to larger quarters. The locks, stove, gas, or electric wires

front if you haven't been letting someone have their way.
Difficulties at an emotional level may be likely. Think hard
before going into business with friends or family.
SAGITTARIUS (Wov. 23-Dec. 21) Do something constructive
outside. You will have splendid suggestions for fund raising
events: Socializing will be more than just entertaining. Get rich

The Partnership for Reading is committed

The Runaway Hotline:

lems with coworkers and employers. Overexertion and negli
gence will be your worst enemies. Don't get upset. Plan youf day

may not be secure.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) You may find yourself in the lime
light for the wrong reasons’ Expect temper tantrums on the home

strong, independent readers.

(or)

Cash

Renewal:___

Check #

W
Amount Paid: $
Comments:

The Weekly Challenger
Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

(727) - 822-8996
CALLTODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

Make Checks Pavable to: The Weekly Challenger

16

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2004 - JANUARY 5, 2005

Publix will dose at 9 p.m. on New Year's Eve, Friday, December 31, 2004
and close at 7 p.m. on New Year's Day, Saturday, January 1, 2005.

3"
lb

B

Boneless
Nop Sirloin Steak
Publix Premium Certified Beef,
USDA Choice, Beef Loin
SAVE UP TO

1.50 LB

L.ul

P«« kI X

Publix Small
*z
Cubanitos Platter. 16.00

Publix Small
Chicken Tender
Platter........

Fresh Made Cuban Sandwiches,
Serves 8 to 12, Also Available With
Boar's Head* Meats and Cheeses,
Also Available in Larger Sizes, each
SAVE UP TO 2.00

v*

AA

Zo.OO

Fresh Prepared Tenders,
Choice of Sauce, Serves 8 to 12,
Also Available in Larger Sizes, each
SAVE UP TO 2.00

Large
, AA
White Shrimp......... O.ttu

Publix
Beans or Peas...

Shrimp
Farm Raised, 21 to 25 Shrimp
per Pound, Previously Frozen
SAVE UP TO 4.00 LB

Blackeye Reas or
Great Northern or

.69

SAVE UF TO .10

*

PUBLIX
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Premium
Tomatoes...........

1.49,

10.79

Or Extra Dry,
750-ml bot.
SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICE

Lay's
Potato Chips

BUY ONE
GET ONE FREE

Assorted Varieties,
11.5 to 12-oz bag
(Limit two deals on selected
advertised varieties.)
SAVE UP TO 2.99

Prices Effective Sunday, December 26, 2004 through Wednesday, January 5, 2005.
Only in the Following Counties: Lee, Collier, Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco, Lake, Hernando, Citrus,
Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Polk, Highlands and Osceola, Quantity Rights Reserved.

www.publix.com/ads
__ .___ ■■BfflBBapaaaMMI

fri

1.19

Baked Fresh Throughout the Day,
From the Publix Bakeiy, 12-oz loaf
SAVE UP TO .20

Vine Ripe, Extra Large, Florida
SAVE UP TO 1.50 LB

Korbel
California Brut
Champagne..

French
Bread.

Red Baron
Premium or

Classic Pizzas.

onecdcc
get one r

KEL

Assorted Varieties, 21.8 to 24.75-oz
pkg. (Excluding Pizzeria Style.)
(Limit two deals on selected
advertised varieties.)
SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICE

12-Pack Selected
Coca-Cola
Products............ ZS
12-oz can (Limit three deals on
selected advertised varieties.)
(Selected Coca-Cola Products,
2-L bot....... 99)
SAVE UP TO 2.78 ON2

Publix

Happy New Year

